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IdkndyLaboHr said closer 

TEL AVJV (R) — Israeli cabinet minister Moshe Katzav. negotiating to 
form a hew government, said Monday his rightist Likud Party could reach 
.coalition a greeme nt with the Labour Party within two days. He said teams 
representing Israel's two largest parties had drawn closer on most issues 
during nearly seven hours of faigUy-ptibliosed secret talks, “There was 
progress. A few questions remain open," Katzav told reporters. “We are 
carrying out intensive talks and want to fjnj«h as soon asr possible. I hope 
that in a day or two we will finish the talks." The talks have yet lo resolve 
whether to return the foreign minister^- job to Labour Party leader 
Shimon Peres or assign him the finance portfolio. Aides say Peres would 
prefer the foreign innus&y. But Likud Pnme Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
some members of Peres’s own party favour his taking the treasury. Shamir 
accuses Peres of undermining their outgoing cabinet by pressing for an 
international Middle East .peace conference. Labour members are 
pressing Perea to take over the finance, ministry to help troubled 
Labour-affiliated Industries and indebted collective settlements. 
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Iraq sets date for election 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq announced plans Monday for its first general 
election since a ceasefire ended fighting in the eight-year war with Iran. A 
decree issued by the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC), the top 
legislative body, set March 1 as the election date, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported. The decree said every Iraqi over the age of 25 was 
eligible to stand for the 250-seat National Assembly and candidates should 
pul their names forward from Jan. 2. The election, originally scheduled 
for August, was postponed after Iran said it would accept the U.N.- 
sponsored ceasefire which took effect Aug. 20. Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein announced Nov. 27 that new political parties would be allowed 
and, with the exception of "Iranian spies," all people convicted or wanted 
for political offences would be pardoned. A commission supervising the 
poll said members of the armed forces and security services should resign 
their posts if they wanted to stand For election. The assembly, which will 
have a four-year term, debates draft laws and. if ratified, passes them to 
the RCC. headed by the president, for final approval. 
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Oman recognises Palestinian state 

MUSCAT CAP) — The Sultanate of Oman Monday upgraded an 
earlier statement of support for the Palestinian independent state into 
fall recognition, the Foreign Ministry announced. The aimounceroent 
came after an emissary from Yasser Arafat delivered a message 
Snnday Cram the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) cha i r m an 
to Sultan Qaboos. The visit by PLO envoy Hajel Abdul Hamid was the 
first by a ranking PLO member to the Sultanate. 

Talks on bases in Greece start today 

ATHENS (R) — Greece and the United States wffl start final talks 
Tuesday on the future of LLS. military bases in the country, tbe UJ5. 
embassy said Monday. The 12tb scheduled round of negotiations at 
tbe Foreign Ministry was due to open Monday but was delayed for 
“procedural reasons,** an embassy spokeswoman said. At stake are 
four large bases and 20 smaller U.S. Installations fa Greece which 
operate under a 1983 agreement expiring this month. 

Turkish-Cypriot soldier dies after shooting 

NICOSIA (R) — A Turkish-Cypriot soldier died Monday a day after 
being shot by a Greek-Cypriot guardsman in the U.N.-controlled 
buffer zone dividing Cyprus. Tbe Turkish Foreign Ministry, in an 
Ankara released before tbe U.N. reported the soldiers* 

deatta, described the shooting as “tbe latest in a series of recent attacks 
on tbe boundaries of the Turkish republic of north Cyprus and on tbe 
buffer zone.** Hasan Kara, a 20-year-old conscript from Famagusta, 
was stmt near Nicosia’s Ledra Palace hotel, now a U.N. headquarters 
on tihe green Hue. North Cyprus police said he was on routine patrol 
when Greek Cypriot guardsmen fired at him. Tbe Cyprus national 
guard said the soldier was shot when be entered the buffer zone and 
refused challenges to halt as he approached a Greek-Cypriot 
observation post. 

Amnesty charges Iran with killings 

LONDON (R) — Iranian authorities have carried out the biggest wave 
of secret political executions since the early 1980s, Amnesty Interna- 
tional said Tuesday. The London-based international hitman rights 
organisation said it had indisputable evidence of mass kfflings, coming 
from relatives of executed prisoners and statements by authorities. It 
said it had received Information on more than 300 people executed 
since July but that tbe true total could ran into thousands. “Nobody 
really knows bow many people have been pot to death — just as 
nobody knows when the killing wiH stop, or who will be next to die,” 
Amnesty said. 

Syria urges Arab unity against Israel _ 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria called Monday for Arab unity on military 
action against Israel and rejected what it termed manoeuvres and 
concessions. “Our enemy, which acquires a dest ructiv e force and has 
aggressi v e intentions, cannot be faced with manoeuvres and conces- 
sions,** Prime Minister Mahmoud Zu*bi told a rally to mark the first 
anniversary of the Palestinian uprising. “Tbe enemy’s arsenal and his 
aggressive strategies can only be confronted with force which can be 
achieved through Arab unity,** be told his audience at Damascus 
University. 

U.S. denies Remscheid charges 

FRANKFURT (AP) — The UJS. air force Monday strongly dented 
newspaper reports that U.S. soldiers used force to keep local residents 
and a news reporter away from tbe scene of the crash of an air force 
attack jet. The fiery crash of an A-10 Thunderbolt H jet into a 
r esidential neighbourhood fa Remscheid Thursday killed six people, 
inducting tbe U.S. pilot. The accident renewed a public outcr y against 
military flights over residential areas and triggered allegations by 
some West Goman officials that U.S. authorities mishandled the 
rescue efforts and delayed releasing information. A statement famed 
by the UJS. air force’s European headquarters in Ramstem denied a 
newspaper report that U.S. soldiers salt to the area used force. 

2 Britons held in Hess case 

WEST BERLIN (R) — Police have arrested two Britons accused of 
trying to sell goods that belonged to Hitler’s deputy Rudolf Hess, West 
Baffin’s Justice Department said Monday. Police detained the matin 
a H a mb urg bote! Saturday as they arrived to collect money far the 
belongings, which they bad offered to Hess’s son for 500,000 ma rk s 
($286,000), a department spokesman said. The men, 33 and 23, are 
now in investigative custody in West Berlin mi suspicion of attempted 

extortion. They were not aamed. (fae of them was a guard at Spandau 

prison in West Berlin, where Hess spent the last 21 years of his life as 
the sole inmate. ... 

Fahd donates Palestine embassy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has donated a 
famished building in Riyadh’s diplomatic district to serve as the 
embassy of the newly-proclaimed State of Palestrae, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) representative in Riyadh was quoted 
as sayfag. Rafiq Natshe, a member of the Fateh movement of the PLO, 
told the Sei&di Press Agency that the FLO had received an amount of 
$14.25 million a s an instalment of Saudi aid to the PLO m 
implementation of the 1978 Baghdad summit resolutions. 

Egypt: Israel cannot occupy land for ever 

CAIRO (R) — farad most learn that it can live together with the 
Palestinians, Egyptian Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid said 
Monday. The year-old Palestinian uprising in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip showed that “Israefi occupation cannot remain for 
ever,” he told reporters before leaving for the special U.N. General 
Assembly session in Geneva. 

Walesa: Poland should hasten reforms 

PARIS (AP) — Solidarity leader Lech Walesa said Monday Ids' 
outlawed trade union was ready for roundtable talks on reform of the 
Polish system, and tfrfkes should be a last resort Speaking at a news 
conference a few hours before returning to Poland, the Nobel Peace 
Prize w inner President Francois Mitterrand for favitteg hfan 

to *hwui marking the 40th anniversary of file 

Universal Declaration of Bfanan Bights. It was tbe first time Polish 
authorities had aflowed Walesa to travel abroad since martial taw was 
imposed fat 1981. 

Rebels warn Sri Lankan newspapers 

COLOMBO (AP) — . Anti-government militants Monday ordered 
newspapers not to print anytUng abort next week’s pres iden tial 
election, gad a spokesman for the fag- major pu Wishing co mp a ni es. 
The warning was made inleafiets written fa Sinhalese and delivered to 
the pofcl^hing companies fay the People’s Liberation Front, an 
extremist Sinhalese group that Ins called for a boycott of the Dec. 19 
baDotiisg, said the spokesman. The frontconteods the government Is 
incapable of conducting-a Mr election. The governmeat-owoed Lake 
House group and tire three fartepemfert groups — (he Independent 
newspapers, ;tbe Upaflgroupand Express newspapers — have-vowed 
to defy the warnfag, tire .spokesman add. • - 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are 
received upon arrival at Oriy airport Monday by 


French Culture Minister Jack Lang and senior 
officials (Petra wirephoto) 


Mounted Israeli police 
charge Arab schoolgirls 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli police chas- 
ing stone-throwing Palestinian 
schoolgirls enteral the sacred 
Haram A1 Sharif complex in 
Arab Jerusalem Monday and 
fired tear-gas at the demonstra- 
tors, witnesses said. 

Four demonstrators were 
arrested, police officials said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
merchants shut their stores for a 
second straight day to mourn the 
deaths of two residents killed by 
army gunfire Saturday. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
troops raided the village of Salem 
near Nablus and ordered resi- 
dents to paint over nationalist 
slogans. Villagers stoned soldiers 
who opened fire, wounding a 
22ryear-old, .hospital officials 
said. 

Eyewitnesses said about 50 
teenage girls marched in Arab 
Jerusalem's main street after 
police closed their school inside 
the Haram A1 Sharif, site of A1 
Aqsa Mosque, and led them out 
of the walled Old City. 

Policemen on horseback 
charged the group as the girls 
shouted “Allahu Akbar,” the 
witnesses said. 

“The police did not say any- 
thing to get them to disperse. 
They just went into them, beating 


a few with dubs," said a photo- 
grapher at the scene. 

AP photographer Max Nash 
said the girls fled into the narrow 
corridors of the bus station, pur- 
sued by dub-wielding mounted 
police. One girl, about 16, grab- 
bed a policeman's dub and tried 
to pull him off the horse, Nash 
said. 

Police hit some girls who re- 
sponded by throwing rocks and 
bottles. Police charged into buses 
in search of agitators. Three girts 
and one boy were detained. 

The inddent began at the Mus- 
lim Religious School for Girls in 
Haram Ai Sharif. 

Sheikh Mohammad A1 Jamal, 
an offidal of the Awqaf Trust, 
said schoolgirls were chanting re- 
ligious slogans in their classrooms 
when police on a nearby roof 
yelled back insults, causing the 
pupils to respond with louder 
shouts. 

Police entered the school and 
fired teargas, Jamal said. 

“The school is like a home,” 
Jamal told Reuters. “If you want 
to yell ‘Allaim Akbar* in your 
home, is that wrong?” 

Police contented that they only 
acted to break up a demonstra- 
tion and did not provoke the 
dash. 

The dash came just one day 


Firebomb 
injures 6 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Six people, including 
an American woman, were in- 
jured Monday when an 
assailant hurled a firebomb at 
an Israeli bus in Arab Jeru- 
salem, causing it to slam into a 
wall and a parked car, police 
said. Police searched for the 
assailant and dosed off Saladin 
Street, Arab Jerusalem’s main 
commercial thoroughfare 
where the crash occurred. 


after the Higher falamic Council 
denounced toe Israeli army’s in- 
terference in Mutiim affairs dur- 
ing toe year-old Palestinian up- 
rising. 

The statement listed eight com- 
plaints, induding prevention of 
West Bank worshippers from en- 
tering Jerusalem for Friday 
prayers, attacks on mosques, con- 
fiscation of loudspeakers used to 
call tbe faithful to prayer and 
arrests of Muslim d erics. 

It specifically mentioned 
Sheikh Mohammad AJ Kafrawi, 
an Ai Aqsa prayer leader faring 
criminal charges of “incitement’.' 


Another relief plane crashes; 7 killed 


Hopes fade for finding more 
under Armenian rubbles 


YEREVAN (Agencies) — Hope 
dwindled Monday for finding 
more survivors in toe wreckage of 
last week’s Armenian earth- 
quake, which officials estimate 
killed up to 60,000 people. 

For the second straight day, a 
plane carrying relief supplies to 
toe region crashed. Ail seven 
people aboard toe Yugoslav 
transport died. 

Despite calls for unity to cope 
with the devastation that left an 
estimated half-million people 
homeless, more ethnic violence 
was reported in toe region. 

Armenian activists said protes- 
ters clashed with troops Snnday 
over the arrest of several 
nationalist leaders, and that both 
soldiers and demonstrators were 
wounded. They said the violence 
occurred in Yerevan, the Arme- 
nian capital. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
accused “provocateurs” of ex- 


ploiting toe disorder to create 
instability in the ethnically trou- 
bled republic and said: “They 
must be stopped.'* 

A dozen tanks were parked in 
Yerevan’s central square Sunday 
night. 

Gorbachev, after touring toe 
area, promised residents of toe 
disaster zone that toe government 
would begin an investigation of 
why newly constructed apartment 
buildings crumbled so easily 
while older buildings remained 
standing after Wednesday's 
quake. 

On Sunday, a Soviet military 
transport plane carrying soldiers 
to aid to rescue, efforts crashed as 
it approached toe airport of Leni- 
nakan, a city hit hard by the 
quake. Seventy-eight people 
died. 

A Yugoslav military plane 
crashed Monday while trying to 
land at the Yerevan airport. First 


Deputy Aviation Minister Boris 
Panyukov told a Moscow news 
conference that all seven people 
aboard were killed. Local repor- 
ters said toe pilot mistook a well- 
lit highway for a runway. 

The plane was part of a wide- 
spread international relief effort. 

George Reed, a spokesman for 
the Geneva-based Red Cross, 
said toe only people still alive in 
toe wreckage would be those 
fortunate enough to have found 
some water and a supply of fresh 
air. 

Gorbachev and international 
rescue workers warned of toe 
danger of epidemics breaking 
out. But oue relief official from 
the United Nations, Svere Kilde, 
told toe AP the danger was sub- 
stantially reduced by sub-freezing 
temperatures in most of toe re- 
gion, which would inhibit toe 
growth of disease-carrying organ- 
isms. 


Peace, economic cooperatrlon 
high on GCC summit agenda 


BAHRAIN (R) — The foreign 
ministers of six Gulf Arab states 
worked on an agenda Monday for 
a Gulf summit expected to foots 
on accelerating economic coop- 
eration and helping Iran and Iraq 
make peace. 

Minsters of Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman and toe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) discussed 
the agenda during two days of 
talks ending Monday. 

Conference sources said the 
major emphasis was on economic 
growth and cooperation. 

GCC heads of state meet in 
Bahrain to discuss economic, 
military and political coordina- 
tion next Monday, their first sum- 
mit since a ceasefire went into 
effect between Iran and Iraq 
Aug. 20. 


It will be the ninth annual 
summit of the Gulf leaders, 
whose states have 40 per cent of 
the world’s oil reserves. 

The Bahrain-based Gulf News 
Agency reported that GCC oil 
ministers were also to start talks 
in Bahrain Monday. 

Diplomats said toe Gulf states 
wanted to implement an ambi- 
tious joint development plan fol- 
lowing the end of eight years of 
the Gulf war. 

A-conference source said eco- 
nomic cooperation had grown 
Slower than hoped and the eight- 
year-old GCC group now wanted 
joint projects to accelerate eco- 
nomic growth, harmed by a sharp 
drop in oil juices and toe heavy 
cost of Urge arms purchases. 

He said a proposal to open a 
dialogue between toe GCC and 
Iran was presented at toe foreign 


ministers' talks in B ahrain which 
started Sunday. 

Oman and the UAE often bold 
high-level talks with Iran. 

Officials said toe GCC was 
willing to try and narrow differ- 
ences between Iran and Iraq to 
help break deadlock at their 
peace talks, which began five 
days after toe ceasefire went into 
operation. 

Lloyds shipping intelligence re- 
ported that Iranian gunboats 
stopped tbe British tanker Tri- 
dent in the Gulf Monday but let 
the ship proceed after about 40 
minutes. 

“The time for relaxation has 
not come yet,” GCC Secretary 
General Abdullah Bishara told 
Gulf defence ministers last 
month, urging them to stay on the 
alert as ‘‘power is the guarantee 
for peace.” 


King begins 3-day 
visit to France 


PARIS (Agencies) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor Monday began an 
official visit to France during where the King 
is expected to seek renewed European efforts 
for peace in the Middle East in light of the 
latest developments in the Palestinian scene. 


The King and Queen were re- 
ceived upon arrival by French 
Culture Minister Jack Lang with 
an official welcome ceremony 
with full military honours. 

During the three-day visit. 
King Hussein is expected to dis- 
cuss toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) recent 
change of strategy and prospects 
for an international peace confer- 
ence on the Middle East. 

King Hussein has praised toe 
PLO for helping further peace in 
the region by accepting a two- 
state solution, renounring terror- 
ism and endorsing United Na- 
tions Resolutions 242 and 338. 

He is scheduled to meet Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, De- 
fence Minister Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement and Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas Tuesday and 
hold talks Wednesday with Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard before 
leaving Thursday. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said toe King's discussions 
with Mitterrand and Prime Minis- 
ter Rocard would deal with va- 
rious world and regional issues. 

It said toe visit “comes within 
the framework of continuous con- 
sultations with European Econo- 


mic Community leaders on the 
Middle East problems and the 
Palestinian issue.” 

The trip follows talks in Lon- 
don last week with Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher, during 
which the King urged the British 
leader to support a speedy con- 
vening of an international peace 
conference. 

The King's talks in Paris is also 
expected to touch on toe situation 


in strife-tom Lebanon and in the 
Gulf in the light of the Iran-Lraq 
peace talks which began after a 
ceasefire halted eight years of 
hostilities Aug. 20. 

Upon his departure for Paris, 
the King was seen off by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Ha&san, who was sworn in as 
regent, members of the Royal 
Family, senioir officials and high- 
ranking army officers as well as 
the French charge d'affaires in 
Amman. 

King Hussein is accompanied 
on the visit by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and Royal Court Chief 
Marwan A I Qassem. 

Rifai said Sunday an economic 
cooj>eration accord between Jor- 
dan and France would be signed 
in Paris. 


Regent briefed on 
education expansion 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Monday visited the Ministry of Education and was briefed 
on the ministry’s expansion plans in implementation of resolutions 
taken by the first national educational conference of last year. 
Minister of Education Thonqan Hindawi presented the briefing 
outlining the main projects on which work had already started. 
These, he said, include programmes for providing higher qualifica- 
tions for teachers, a change in the school textbooks, new school 
buildings and a change of the curricula. 

Tbe Regent also heard a briefing on progress in talks between the 
Ministry of Education and the World Bank and the Japanese 
government for loans needed to carry oat educational programmes. 


Arafat delivers much-awaited 
U.N. address in Geneva today 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat addres- 
ses the U.N. General Assembly 
Tuesday with a question mark 
hanging over whether be will 
make further concessions to meet 
U.S. conditions for a Middle East 
conference. 

Tbe three-day meeting was 
moved to Geneva, toe U.N.’s 
European headquarters, after 
Washington refused to grant an 
entry visa to the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
chairman. 

The Palestinian National 
Council (PNC), at a meeting in 
Algiers last month proclaimed an 
independent Palestinian state and 
implicitly recognised Israel's right 
to exist by accepting U.N. resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 as a basis for a 
peace conference. It also re- 
nounced terrorism. 

The PLO went further in 
Stockholm last week, saying it 
“accepted toe existence of Israel 
as a state in toe region.” 

Most countries regarded toe 
PLO concessions as sufficient but 


Israel rejected the statements 
outright as little more than prop- 
aganda. 

Washington still views PLO 
statements as ambiguous. 
“Straightforward, unambiguous 
acceptance (of Israel) is essen- 
tial,” one U.S. official told Reu- 
ters. 

“To satisfy toe U.S. the PLO 
must say directly it recognises 
Israel's right to exist within secure 
and recognised borders, nost just 
that it recognises its existence.” 

Arafat’s political adviser, Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif, indicated that 
the PLO leader might do just that 
in his U.N. address, although toe 
PLQ's foreign affairs spokesman. 
Faro uk Kaddoumi, appeared to 
rule out fresh concessions in an 
earlier interview with a Tunisian 
newspaper. 

Abu Sharif told the Israeli 
newspaper Yedioto AJuonoth in 
an interview published Monday 
that Arafat would recognise 
Israel within its pre-1967 bor- 
ders. 

He said toe PLO wanted a state 


in only the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“Yasser Arafat will speak in a 
dear way. Arafat will explain to 
toe whole world the meaning of 
the historic decisions taken dur- 
ing toe PNC meeting, mainly the 
acceptance of U.N. resolutions, 
the meaning of which is the right 
of existence of the State of Israel 
and toe State of Palestine side by 
side,” Abu Sharif said. 

Arafat met Sunday with King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh. 

Saudi Information Minister Ali 
AI Shaer said after tbe meeting 
that the PLO chairman secured 
fresh “support for all tbe deci- 
sions and steps that the PLO 
takes and sees fit to achieve the 
Palestinian people’s just and 
legitimate rights.” 

In arrival statements, Arafat 
said he expects a “comprehensive 
and all-embracing resolution... 
towards a settlement of the Pales- 
tinian issue’.' 

He said Arab delegations 
already have prepared several 
draft resolutions. 


Forged currency 
27 suspects arrested 


AMMAN (Petra) — Police have 
seized counterfeit currency in 
American dollar, Turkish lira 
and Saudi riyal in 15 cases over 
the past two and half months, 
and arrested a total of 27 people 
fa connection with tbe cases, 
police said Monday. 

Colonel Ghaleb Zoubi, direc- 
tor of the Public Security De- 
partnnent’s division in charge 
of anti-forgery operations and 
combatting drug trafficking, 
said the seized currency (see 
photo) 1 included 40,000 
American dollars, 10,000 Tur- 
kish Kras and 500 Saudi riyais. 
Zoubi said 15 of the suspects 
Were Jordanian and the others 
were nationals of neighbouring 
Arab states. 

Zoubi said the department 
had handled an increasing 
number oo an unprecedented 
level of counterfeit cases over 
the past few months. He attri- 
buted tbe phenomenon to the 
recent increase in the value of 
the American dollar against the 
Jordanian dinar and toe rush to 
bay dollars by moneychangers 
and commercial banks in the 
Kingdom. 

Most of the seized currency 
notes were smuggled into Jor- 
dan from neighbouring coun- 
tries and they found their way 
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to citizens and moneychangers 
in view of the demand for fore- 
fen currency, Zoubi said. 

According to the officer, Jor- 
dan is free of currency forgers, 
and the PSD is intensifying 
efforts to stem entry of counter- 
feit currency into the Kingdom. 
He said large amounts of coun- 
terfeit currency were found in 
neighboaring countries, and 
warned that there would be 
increased efforts to sm ug gle 
them Into Jordan in the coming 


months. 

Warning tbe public to be 
alert against counterfeit curren- 
cy, Zoubi also urged citizens 
report all mqjor transactions 
involving American dollars 
and conduct dealings only 
through licensed banks and 
moneychangers in the country. 

He said the Jordanian dinar 
was impossible to forge as was 
proved from previous instances 
which were discovered im- 
mediately. 
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Aoun reopens crossing 

Belgian teacher 
shot dead in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Unidentified gunmen in a car 
shot dead a 65-year-old Belgian teacher walking to 
work in west Beirut Monday, police and witnesses 
said. 


They said about four gunmen 
in a Volvo car shot Arthur van 
'■Nieuwerburgh in Jirdaq street 
near the Saudi Arabian embassy 
as he was walking from his home 
'to work at 10 a.m. (0800 GMT). 

Police said he was hit in the 
bead with five bullets from 
guns equipped with silencers. The 
cartridge cases fell nearby. 

They said they had no informa- 
tion on possible motives for the 
shooting but said the attackers 
were apparently professional kil- 
lers who had watched his move- 
ments for some time. 

Nieuwerburgh had received no 
'death threats, friends said. 

- Residents said the white-haired 
-Belgian, who taught English at 
'the British Council Centre, run 
by the Makkased Institution, and 
ar the Rashideen Language 


School, walked the same route to 
work at the same hour each day. 

Residents threw a brown 
blanket over the body, which lay 
in a pool of blood in pouring rain 
for four hours as cars and school 
buses passed by. The body was 
finally taken by ambulance to the 
American University Hospital. 

The area is controlled by Sy- 
rian troops who moved into west 
Beirut in February 1987 to end 
three years of militia lawlessness 
and chaos. 

A handful of Lebanese police- 
men later inspected the scene. 

it was the first killing of a 
foreigner in west Beirut since the 
Syrian deployment and the first in 
the capital since gunmen shot a 
French intelligence officer in east 
Beirut in February. 

Only a few foreigners remained 


Rebels claim downing 
Afghan transport plane 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghan rebels based in Pakistan 
Monday claimed responsibility 
for shooting down an Afghan 
transport plane in which Kabul 
authorities said 25 people were 
killed. 

They said the plane was shot 
duwn with a LI. S. -supplied Stin- 
ger missile near the eastern 
Afghan town of Khost in Paktia 
province bordering Pakistan. 

They said they had no informa- 
tion about casualties. 

The rebel statement contra- 
dicted un official Kabul Radio 
report Sunday which said the 
plane was attacked by Pakistan 
air force jets intruding into 
Afghan air space. 

The radio said the plane, flying 
from Khost to Kabul, crashed 
killing 25 people including three 
children and a woman. 

A Pakistan Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, quoted by the official 
APP news agency, dismissed the 
radio report as "totally baseless 
and mischievous.” 


Last month Kabul said Pakista- 
ni jets shot down a transport 
plane whose pilot had lost his way 
and strayed over Pakistan, kilting 
all 30 people on board. 

Pakistan said the aircraft was 
an intrader. 

Fahd meets Rabbani 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
held talks with Afghan rebel lead- 
er Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
Riyadh late Sunday, the Saudi 
Press Agency reported. 

It said Saudi Information 
Minister Ali Hassan A1 Shaer 
attended the meeting, but gave 
no other details. 

Rabbani, who leads a seven- 
party rebel alliance, headed a 
team of Saudi-backed Mujahe- 
deen earlier this month at the first 
high-level contacts between the 
rebels and Soviet officials. • 

The two sides agreed at the 
Saudi resort of Taif to meet again 
in Pakistan. After the talks ended 
Dec. 6, Rabbani visited the Holy 
Cities of Mecca and Medina. 


Dumas: Peace possible 
in wake of PNC moves 


CAIRO ( AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak had talks Monday with 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
of France, who said they discus- 
sed the Palestinian problem and 
other Middle East issues. 

In a Cairo newspaper interview 
published Monday. Dumas said 
recent policy derisions by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) made a peaceful 
Arab- Israeli settlement possible. 
He urged Israel to respond with 
an initiative of its own. 

Dumas arrived from Iraq Sun- 
day night for a two-day visit in 
Cairo. 

After the meeting with Mubar- 
ak. the French diplomat told re- 
porters: “We always speak as 
friends with Egyptian officials. 
My meeting with President 
Mubarak has deepened this feel- 
ing. We discussed Palestinian de- 
jvelopmcnts, the Lebanese crisis 
and other problems in the (Mid- 
dle East) region.” 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Mcguid. who attended the meet- 
ing. conferred with Dum;is separ- 
ately afterwards. 

In an interview with the state- 
owned newspaper A l Akhbar. 
conducted in Paris before he left 
for Iraq. Dumas praised last 
month's decisions by the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC). 

"The decisions by the Palestine 
National Council make a peaceful 
settlement possible," Dumas told 
the newspaper. 


He urged Israel to “accept real- 
ity — the reality of the Palesti- 
nian people with whom it lives 
side by side. 

“These people have hopes and 
rights, particularly their right to 
self-determination, like every 
other people. ... This could mean 
a state. 

"The hope of peace is reemerg- 
ing, and it must be seized. I 
appreciate the difficulty of an 
initiative, but we expect one from 
Israel. Only at this price can a 
dialogue start eventually on the 
basis' of mutual (Palestinian- 
Israeli) recognition.” 

He said there currently is no 
plan for PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to visit Paris. “There is no 
problem over the principle of a 
visit, but it should be useful if it is 
to take place,” Dumas said. 

Dumas told a news conference 
before leaving Baghdad for Cairo 
that France was ready for an 
international peace conference 
on the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

"France believes that the Mid- 
dle East peace conference is the 
key to the settlement of all issues 
in the urea and it is ready to 
attend it.” he said "The outcome 
of the PNC in Algiers has paved 
the way for such a conference.” 

He also said that France would 
press its partners in the European 
Economic Community to assist in 
an international effort for the 
resumption of the deadlocked 
iran-Iraq peace talks. 


in west Beirut after a wave of 
kidnappings and killings in 1986 
prompted the bulk of the West- 
ern community either to quit 
Lebanon or move to the eastern 
sector. 

Officials at the Belgian embas- 
sy in Beirut said the dead man 
had lived in Lebanon since 1971 
and spoke some Arabic. 

- Army commander Michel 
Aoun reopened the only gateway 
between Beirut's eastern and 
western sectors to car traffic 
Monday and promised to lift an 
11-day food blockade of west 
Beirut, police said. 

Aoun, who heads the military 
cabinet in Lebanon's dual gov- 
ernment. ordered the closure of 
the gateway Dec. 2. The shut- 
down has caused acute bread and 
gas shortages in west Beirut. 

Sources close to him said at the 
time the move was a reaction to 
the central bank's failure in west 
Beirut to pay the November 
salaries of army personnel in east 
Beirut. 


Sudanese 
peace talks 
postponed 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
Sudanese embassy In Ethiopia 
said Monday that planned 
peace talks between the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum and re- 
bels of the Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) in 
Addis Ababa had been post- 
poned. 

The official Sudanese news 
agency reported Sunday that 
Defence Minister Abdul Maged 
Hamed Khalil and Foreign 
Minister Hussein Abu Saleh 
were to fly to Addis Ababa 
Monday for talks with the 
SPLA on implementing a ceas- 
efire and convening a constitu- 
tional conference. 

But a Sudanese embassy 
spokesman told Reuters: 
“They are not coming. Their 
arrival is postponed until 
further notice.' 1 * * * ' 

He did not elaborate. 

Last month, the SPLA 
signed an agreement in Addis 
Ababa with leaders of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP), the second largest party 
in Sudan's ruling coalition, on 
bow to end the country's five- 
y ear-old civil war. 

This tentative peace agree- 
ment called for a ceasefire and 
the convening of a constitution- 
al conference to decide on a 
new framework for govern- 
ment by Dec. 31. 

It also called on the govern- 
ment to lift a three-year-old 
stale of emergency, freeze its 
plans to implement Islamic law 
and repeal its military pacts 
with other states — an appa- 
rent reference to defence ties 
with Egypt and Libya. 

The DUP-SPLA peace agree- 
ment, which was signed Nov. 
16, was negotiated with the 
blessing of Sudanese Prime 
Minister Sadeq AJ Mahdi. 

However, i* has not yet been 
formally endorsed by the 
Sudanese government -and par- 
liament and until their approv- 
al is given no ceasefire will be 
declared. 

This is the second time fol- 
low-up talks to the Nov. 16 
agreement bave been unex- 
pectedly postponed. 

Earlier this month, diplo- 
mats in Khartoum reported 
that Abu Saleh would hold 
talks with the rebels in Addis 
Ababa Dec. 5. but be failed to 
show up. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
a bush war in southern Sudan 
since 1983 to end what it sees as 
the domination of the south by 
the north. 






West Bank schools are abuzz again with children 
after a 10-month closure by the Israeli occupation 


authorities. But the closure may have dealt an 
irreversible Mow to Palestinian education. 


Prolonged school closures extract 
heavy toll from W.Bank education 


By Mary Sedor 

The Associated Press 

RAMALLAH, Occupied West Bank — Palesti- 
nian educators say they face a difficult task trying 
to motivative children deprived of education dur- 
ing the Israeli occupation authorities' prolonged 
closure of West Bank schools. They also fear the 
education system may never fully recover. 

After a nearly 10-month shutdown, elementary 
schools are again abuzz with children's chatter. 
Junior high schools reopened Sunday, and high 
schools are to resume next week, bringing all 
300,000 West Bank students back to classes. 

But the West Bank's 1,194 schools may never 
achieve 'the same standard since they were closed, 
with the exception of a few weeks, last Feb. 3. 
educators warn. 

“In the limited period we have to catch up for 
nearly a year of lost education, I’m sure our 
standards will decline,” said Khalil Mahshi, prin- 
cipal of the Quaker-run Friend's Boys' School in 
Ramatlah. “The quality of education we could 
provide before the closure has definitely been lost. ’’ 

Army officials say schools were closed because 
they became breeding grounds for protests during 
the year-long Palestinian uprising. West Bank 
universities and colleges are being kept shut 
indefinitely. 

Shaike Erez, head of the West Bank “military 
administration,” warned other schools would stay 
open only if they were “used for learning and not 
for demonstrations.” 

According to Palestinian educators, the schools 
face myriad difficulties, ranging from a decline in 
enrollment because of the prolonged closure to 
devising ways to motivate students who have lost 
the discipline of regular study. 

“Our number one problem is getting the chil- 
dren into the habit of coming to school regularly 
again.” said Abdullah Rishmawi. principal of 
'Ramallah's Lutheran School. 

"For almost a full year, these children have been 
in the habit of watching TV until late at night and 
getting up at 9 or 10 in the morning. Now we are 
asking them to get back into the swing of school 
discipline. It is not. going to be easy.” 

Even though last year's academic term never 
ended students were automatically promoted — 
often, educators fear, at the expense of basic skills. 


"They have moved on to the next grade, but this 
really means nothing,” Mahshi said. “In terms of 
learning, these students have lost a year. How will 
this affect their learning in the long run? I'm 
particularly worried about that.” 

Especially at risk, he said, are children in the 
primary grades. 

“There are critical periods in a child's life when 
he begins to learn skills like reading, writing and 
numbers,” Mahshi said. “If you miss that period, 
although he may eventually learn to read, a person 
will never reach the same level of competency." 

Palestinian attempts at alternative study during 
the school closure were quickly outlawed by the 
army, which contended they were organised to 
incite protests. 

Last month, Mahshi and Rishmawi were called 
into Ramallah's military headquarters after they 
distributed home study assignments. 

“We insisted that only parents pick up the 
packets and deliver the completed assignments so 
we would not be accused of gathering students," 
Mahshi said. 

“But the army ordered it stopped. They said the 
school closures were to pressure parents into 
understanding what they were losing and home 
study counteracted this.” 

Psychological tod 

The frequent clashes and mass arrests in the 
uprising also have taken a psychological toll on 
students that schools are ill equipped to deal with. 

“Our first job every day is to play the down and 
fty to get the children to smile. They arrive 
frowning and sad, traumatised by some family 
encounter with the army. We have to get them to 
cheer up,” Rishmawi said. 

. _ "But we just don't ha ve Jteresources jo_ deal 
with the more severe effects of stress — night- 
mares, feed, wetting, depression/’ he said. 

Enrollment in'West Bank' schools has dropped 
considerably as Arab-American students left for 
schools in the United States and hundreds of 
others entrolled in Jerusalem schools during the 
closures. _ 

The student body at the Friends School, for 
example, is expected to be just 250 compared with 
470 students last year. The school will graduate 
seven seniors instead of an expectecd 33. 


MIDD LE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF ! 

Mauritania frees deposed leader | 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Fonner Mauritanian leader Moh ammad j 
Kfaouna Haidalla is to be freed from house arrest under an amnesty , 
marking the fourth anniversary of the coup ^ uch _^?^ ! * 

presidential decree published Monday said five Haidalla s etose 
military aides were also being released. AH werearrated during | 
the Dec. 12, 1984, bloodless coup by Colonel Mohammad ; 
Maaouya Ould SitTahmad Taya- Node has ever been tried., 
Haidalla ruled Mauritania from 1979. The aides being freed were 
named as Lieutenant-Colonel Athie Hamath, navy Captain Diop j 
Mustapha, Major Monlaye Hachem Ouki Moukye .Ahmad 
Captain BreDca Ould Mbarek and Major Mohammad Lemine Ould . 
Zein. i 

U.S. navy detonates mine in Gulf 

BAHRAIN (R) — The U.S. navy blew up a mine found-drifting in j 
the central Gulf near Bahrain, shipping sources said Monday, j 
Bahrain’s coastguard spotted the mine Sunday. 25 miles northeast ! 
of the country’s coast. It was the first to be detected in the central ; 
Gulf for several months. Kuwait last Tuesday said it had exploded 1 
a mine in the northern Gulf. 

East German official visits Israel 

TEL AVTV (R) — An East German cultural representative arrived , 
in Israel Sunday, the first East German official to visit the Zionist 
state. Herman Falk, director-general of the state-run artists* 
agency, said he came to explore the possibility of East German 
artists performing in the annnai Israel festival in the spring. Israel 
and East Germany have never had diplomatic relations. Three ! 
members of the East German Communist Party visited Israel last | 
April at the invitation of Israeli Communist Party members but did ; 
not hold any official talks. 

Sudan denies allowing force through to Chad ; 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan denied Sunday that it had willingly 
allowed a force from the Libyan-backed Islamic Legion to pass 
through its territory to infilterate into Chad. A Foreign Ministry 
statement said such allegations by the Chadian government, which 
had questioned Khartoum's declared neutrality in the Chad-Libya 
conflict, harmed relations. The statement said the government had 
told N'djamena that an armed group fled into Chad after a clash in 
which the Sudanese army suffered five casualties. 

Swiss Red Cross staffers leave Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AP) — Three Swiss Red Cross delegates left Lebanon 
over the weekend, bringing to 12 the number withdrawn since a 
Red Cross representative was kidnapped last month, police said 
Sunday. The police spokesman said Christophe Girod and an 
unidentified Red Cross colleague left for Geneva aboard a Middle 
East Airlines jet. The spokesman said another Swiss delegate. Dr. 
Gerard Bise, left Saturday, also for Geneva. Abont 19 delegates 
remain in the country. 

Six killed in Turkish mine blast 

ANKARA (R) — An underground explosion at a private coal 
mine in western Turkey killed six people and seriously injured four 
Monday, a mine official said. The blast was some 100 metres below 
ground at the Baris mine, 280 kilometres west of Ankara, which 
employs 600 people and produces about 500 tonnes of coal pier day. 
Twenty-two miners were rescued uninjured from the six-year-old 
mine after the explosion, believed caused by a gas build-up, the 
official told Reuters. 

Shipwreck reveals pottery treasures 

TEL. AVIV (R) — Archaeologists fit diving gear have retrieved^ 
treasures of clay pottery believed to date from the 5th century B.C. ; 
from a neariy-intact ancient shipwreck in shallow water off the 
coast Haifa. Elisha Linder, director of the university of Haifa's , 
centre of maritime studies, said the finds were potentially “an ! 
important landmark for research of Phoenician seafaring and 
maritime trade of the central and eastern Mediterranean.” Re- 
mains of the wooden vessel were exposed by a storm three years 
ago after lying covered by a thick layer of sand for more than 2,000 
years, the university said in a statement. 


Forged visas 


booming trade in Lebanon 


By Diana Abdallah 

Reuters 

BEIRUT — Next to a roaring 
trade in bullets and bombs 
almost the only business boom- 
ing in Lebanon these days is 
the sale of forged visas to peo- 
ple who want to leave. 

Around 400,000 Lebanese 
want to quit their homeland 
which has been racked by spor- 
adic war for 13 years and now 
has no president, two govern- 
ments, two armies, a toothless 
parliament and rival militias 
vying for power. 

For a price, forged entrance 
visas can be supplied to gain 
entrance to the United States, 
Canada. Sweden. Denmark , 
Poland. West Germany — the 
list is endless. 

Some travel agents specialise 
in supplying forged visas at 
$2,000 each. 

The business has flourished 
over the past three months as 
up to one-in-eight of the 
population, according to offi- 
cial sources, are planning to 
emigrate from a country facing 
a threat of partition. 

Those buying the forged 
papers don’t always escape the 


security net. 

Security officials at Beirut 
airport told Reuters they had 
arrested 300 people with forged 
visas — mainly to Canada, 
Sweden, Germany. Poland and 
Denmark — in the past three 
months. 

“Some admit they boughr 
the visas, while others were 
fooled by some travel agents," 
one official said. 

He quoted one man, recently 
arrested for selling forged 
visas, as saying hundreds of 
people had asked him for travel 
documents after failing to get 
entry permits from several 
countries. 

Western embassies are cau- 
tious about granting visas to 
Lebanese, who need entry per- 
mits to all countries except 
Syria. 

The measures started about 
five years ago after a wave of 
bombings in Europe and the 
kidnapping and killing of fore- 
igners by pro-Iranian militants 
in Beirut. 

Long waiting 

Long queues of university 
graduates, students and fami- 
lies form at embassies in Beirut 
and in Damascus, where they 


sometimes keep nightlong 
vigils and wait for days for their 
turn to apply for visas. 

For some the uncertain and 
often protracted delay in get- 
ting an official response is too 
much to take. 

“My brother wanted to go to 
Canada, but after waiting for 
over a year to get a visa he 
became desperate and decided 
to buy a visa from one of those 
travel agents,” said one 
Lebanese. 

“Now my brother is in Cana- 
da," he added. 

“We always hoped this war 
would end, but now we are 
stuck in small areas expecting 
the worst to happen any mi- 
nute. We feel we are suffocat- 
ing and have to leave,” said 
Nicola Hajj. 

The 30-year-old engineer 
was one of several university 
graduates engaged, in a heated 
argument at a west Beirut res- 
taurant about whether to leave 
Lebanon or not. 

“I am applying to Canada 
and Australia. Whichever gives 
me a visa first will become my 
new country,” he said. 

At least five of his friends 
said they planned to leave. 


Despair sinking in 

“For many years of the war 
we accepted shelling, living in 
damp shelters for days, kidnap- 
pings, killings of loved ones, 
lack of power, water and even 
bread. 

“Now our country faces divi- 
sion. It is better to leave than 
be forced to choose between 
two loyalties," said Said Madi. 
a 50-year-old businessman and 
fatber-of-three, preparing to 
emigrate to Canada with his 
family. 

Scores of other families told 
Reuters they had plans to start 
a new life abroad, it what offi- 
cial sources said the worst wave 
of emigration since the start of 
the civil war. 

Most of the Lebanese plan to 
go to Canada, the United 
States and Australia, but offi- 
cials at the embassies told Reu- 
ters there has been no recent 
increase in the number of 
Lebanese applying for visas. 

The $2,000-a-time visa men 
appear to have cornered the 
market. 

For Lebanese mass emigra- 
tion is not a new phenomenon. 
Hundreds of thousands left in 
I860 after bloody clashes be- 


tween the country's Druze and 
Christian communities. 

Thousands more left during 
World War I, swelling com- 
munities already established in 
Africa, Latin America and 
Europe. 

A deep economic crisis that 
hit the country also prompted 
thousands to seek employment 
mostly in oil-rich Gulf states 
and many leading businessmen 
and bankers moved to more 
stable if not greener pastures. 

Traders by instinct the 
Lebanese gained immense in- 
fluence in the economic life of 
many of their host countries 
and ' some became leading 
politicians and businessmen. 

Some of the Lebanese who 
emigrated over the past few 
years say they suffered from 
anti-Lebanese sentiment in 
Europe and the United States 
as Lebanon became associated 
with plane hijackings and kid- 
napping of Westerners. 

“We know once we leave we 
will face difficulties in adapt- 
ing, but at least we will escape 
the ugliness of having to choose 
which part of Lebanon to live,” 
Hajj said. 
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Meteorology. 
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westerly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
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Min./iruis, lemp. 

Amman 4/|7 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

KING HONOURS CHILEAN ENVOY: His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has conferred og Chile's Ambassador to Jordan Carlos Derpsch 
Bartsch wi th the Jordanian Medalof Independence of the First Order 
in recognition of his efforts towards promoting Jordanian-Chiiean 
relations. The medal was presented to the ambassador at a luncheon 
given in his honour by Minister of Labour Marwan Dndin. The medal 
was presented upon the completion of the ambassador’s tour of duty 
in the Kingdom which began in 1985. (Petra) 

ARAMCO DONATION TO W. BANK: The' Arabian .American 
Oil Company (ARAMCO) has donated $294,000 for 31 charitable 
societies in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In a letter to Dr. Ahmad 
Qatanahi. director-gene ralof the Department of Palestinian Affairs 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Jamal Ahmad A1 Sarayrah, 
ARAMCO’s representative in Jordan, indicated that the amo unt was. 
deposited in the respective accounts of the said societies at the Arab 
Bank; (J.T.) 


SOCIETY ELECTS BOARD MEMBERS: The Jordanian Alum- 
ni Sodety for Graduates of Universities and Institutions in USA was 
recently established in order to promote cultural, social, and 
friendship ties between Jordanian and Americans in both the U.S. 
and Jordan. The society will also serve as the “mother sodety” for all 
Jordanian graduates from the U.S- to serve as a legal advisory body 
and a source of support for students. During its first meeting, the 
members of the society selected Chief of the Royal Court Marwan A1 
Oassem as the society's president. Dr: Rajai Mouasher as vice 
president. Dr. Hasbem Moghrabi as secretary general and Mr. 
Nasser Nasser as treasures. (J.T.) 


Police apprehend 
suspected murderer 


AMMAN (Petra) — A man be- 
lieved by the police to have close 
connections with the murder of 
an employee working for a petrol 
station in Amman has been 
apprehended for investigation, 
according to an offidal announce- 
ment by the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) Monday. 

The announcement neither re- 
lease the name of the man, who 
was arrested Monday, nor the 
name of the victim who, it said, 
had worked for the same petrol 
station for 26 years. 

The PSD announcement said 
the full details of the crime and 
the .outcome of investigations 
with the suspect will be revealed 
to the public once they aie com- 
pleted. 

The announcement was made 
by Brig. Ahmad Khasawneh. de- 
puty director of Amman Police 
Department, who said the PSD 
was informed about the murder 
by one of the owners of a fuel 
tanker truck who had gone to fill 
his vehicle with fuel Sunday 


morning, and that the police were 
guided to the suspect by a call 
from another man whose name 
was not disclosed. 

Khasawneh said the informa- 
tion given to the police about the 
suspect and the gathered . in- 
formation led to the 
apprehension of the man for in- 
terrogation. 

Die coroner's report said that 
the murder was committed after 
working hours Friday night, Kha- 
sawneh noted in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

He said the motive of the mur- 
der was robbery since a total of JP 
900, which the' victim had col- 
lected from selling at the petrol 
station except for JD 30 which he 
had given to a colleague, was 
stolen from the body following 
the crime. 

He laid the victim, aged SO 
years, is survived by a son and 
two daughters,. and according to 
records had served the petrolj 
station with honesty and integrity 
throughout die past 26 years. 


WHO^caltin f or,»**t«sratlon 
maternal, child health services' 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The regional tries. 

office of the Work! Health Orea- . . Die meeting aims to prom 


office of the Work! Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) Monday submit- 
ted a working paper to a regional 
meeting here advocating the in- 
tegration ' of. maternal and child 
health services within primary 
health care programmes. 

The paper said that birth spac- 
ing and family control are consi-. 
dered as among the main factors 
of reducing, the rate of maternal 
mortality; 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
attended Monday's meeting and 
took part in the discussion which 
centred on the role of primary 
health care to safeguard the 
health of all members of the 
society. 

Hamzeh Sunday delegated Dr. 
Suleiman Qubain, the director of 
the Health Ministry:® Primary 
and Basic Health Services De- 
partment, to deliver a speech at 
the outset of the meetings which 
have been organised in coopera- 
tion with WHO and attended by 
delegates from 23 Arab coun- 


tries. 

The meeting aims to promote # 
policies and plans on primary 
-health care services and those 
offered to women and children in 
particular. 

Qubain said: “Jordan considers 
care for mothers and children 
under six years of age as a nation- 
al responsibility because they 
together from nearly 40 per cent 
.of the-total number of the coun- 
try's population.” 

“Jordan has given due care to 
the mothers and children through 
the various health care centres 
around the Kingdom that are 
provided with specialist nurses 
and midwives,'' Qubain noted. 

Dr. Hussein AI Jazairi, the 
WHO representative, underlined 
the importance of care for 
- mothers and infants. He said this 
sort of care should be integrated 
and incorporated into one, and . 
cooperation from other sectors of 
the society is essential to safe- 
guard the. health of family mem- 
bers. 


WHAT’S GOING OM 

The following listings ore compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daOy Arabic, press . Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft A plastic art exhibition by eight Jordanian artists at Abdnl 
Hamid S horn an Foundation in which, more than 69 paintings 
are on display. - 

■fr An art exhibition by Iraqi artist Latif Itawi at Al Wasiti Gallery 
for plastic art. 

☆ An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. ; 

ft The youth’s art exhibition which displays 101 painting* showing 
the different aspects of social life In Jordan at the! Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

ft An exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist. Barwin Al Sarraf at 
Petra Bank Hall. 

* The Moldavian public art exhibitkm, whkh includes hand- 
icrafts, embroideries, and costumes representing the Moldavian 
folklore, at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 

ft An exhibition of posters that show the dangers of AIDS at Al 
Raed Al Arab! School. 

THEATRE 

ft An Arabic play entitled “Ya *Anter” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 7HW r ,pjn. 

DIALOGUE 

ft A specialftve TV conference via satellite on the American 
appreciation of NagnB) Mahfonz and Arabic titeratnrt at the 
American Centre — 400 p.m. 

lecture 

* A lecture by Dr, AtfredHanel entitled “cooperative -xperieaces 

for tile devriopment in tin Third World” r be Goethe 
Institute — 7:06 p.m. • - 
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Number of AIDS cases rises to 20 


Ministry reports 3 
more AIDS patients 


His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives the 
bead of the Japanese parliament's Foreign Affairs 
Committee. Eitaro Itoyama, at the Royal Palace. 


Also present is Prime Minister Zaid Rifai (Petra 
photo) 


Al Hussein, Japanese MP review 
Japan’s role in Mideast peace 


By Nhjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The number of AIDS- patients in Jordan 
has risen to 20, with the discovery of three additional 
patients with the incurable disease last week, accord- 
ing to the director of the Anti-AIDS Campaign 
Project, Dr. Hani Shammout. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein had a 
meeting here Monday with the 
head of Japanese parliament's 
foreign affairs committee, Mr. 
Eitaro Itoyama, with whom he 
reviewed Jordanian-Japanese re- 
lations and Tokyo's role in prom- 
oting the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

The meeting, held at the Nad- 
wa Palace, was attended by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and Japan's 
Ambassador to Jordan Makoto 
Watanabe. 

Mr. Itoyama who arrived here 
late Sunday for a two-day visit to 
Jordan earlier met with Prime 
Minister Rifai and reviewed Mid- 
dle East developments and 
efforts for the establishment of 


peace in the Middle East. They 
also discussed Japanese- Jorda- 
nian relations in the presence of. 
the Japanese ambassador. 

Itoyama, who winds up his visit 
to Jordan Tuesday, also visited 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) and examined its prog- 
rammes designed to raise living 
standards of the Jordanian com- 
munity through its various social 
development programmes. 

NHF Director General In'am 
Al Mufti briefed Itoyama and his 
delegation on the foundation's 
different. activities and projects 
that benefit the local communi- 
ties. The delegation toured the 
foundation’s sections and looked 
into its plans and programmes. 

Die Japanese delegation later 


Mubarak, Haj Hassan 
review cooperation 


CAIRO (Petra). — Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Khaled Al Haj Hassan was 
Monday received by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak with 
whom he reviewed Jordanian- 
Egyptian cooperation in trans- 
port and telecommunications. 

Haj Hassan said that the presi- 
dent voiced his support for the 
joint efforts of Jordanian-Egyp- 
tian committees working towards 
bolstering bilateral ties in imple- 
mentation of resolutions adopted 
by the joint Jordaniah-Egyptian 
Higher Committee in the interest 
of the _peoples of the two coun- 
tries. 

The meeting was attended by 


Jordan's Ambassador to Egypt 
Nabih Al Nimer. 

Haj Hassan was in Cairo to 
take part in the board meeting of 
the Arab Maritime Bridge Com- 
pany which groups Egypt, Jordan 
and Iraq. 

The minister made a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, explaining that the meeting was 
called to look into means or 
expanding the company's activi- 
ties and operations, increasing its 
capita] to JD 30 million, up from 
JD 6miIlion and endorsing a 1989 
budget. 

Administrative issues will also 
be discussed according to the 
ministers. 


Committee discussed 
Aqaba tourist camp 


AQABA (Petra) — Tourism 
Minister Zuhair Ajlouni visited 
Aqaba Monday and chaired a 
meeting of a special technical 
committee charged with conduct- 
ing a study on developing the 
tourist camp along the southern 
coast of the port dty. 

The committee members dis- 
cussed practical steps that should 
be taken in the implementation of 
the project with the aim to attract 
more tourists from Jordan and 
abroad. 

The project is being carried oat 
in cooperation with the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA) and is 


being implemented through the 
Tourist Investments Corporation,- 
an arm of the Ministry of Tour- 
ism, which allocated JD 500,000 
for the scheme. 

According to plans the porject 
entails building swimming pools, 
installing beach umbrellas, as 
well as the creation of sports 
facilities, health clinics, and 
chalets to let at reasonable prices. 

Attending the meeting was the 
ARA president, the ministry's 
secretary general and representa- 
tives of the Jordan Hotel Associa- 
tion and the Jordan Travel 
Agents Association. 


Higher council approves laws 
to plan agricultural policies 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Agricultural Council Monday 
announced its approval of a sta- 
tute and a set of laws for itself 
paving the way for planning 
national agricultural policies. 

A statement issued following 
the council's meeting said that the 
bylaws provide for the council to 
undertake policies that would 
promote agriculture, animal hus- 
bandry, marketing, and settle 
.farming issues ana matters re- 
lated to land ownership, the dis- 
tribution of water, tax incentives 
for agricultural projects and, to 
submit proposals to the govern- 
ment on new laws and regulations 
concerning the agricultural sector 
in Jordan. 

The council, which met undeT 
the chairmanship of Minister of 


Agriculture Marwan Hmioud set 
up a committee to work out final 
regulations, and another to im- 
plement policies and carry out 
directives . by His Majesty King 
Hussein on the development of 
the agricultural -sector in Jordan. 

The directives were contained 
in the King's speech to the com- 
prehensive development confer- 
ence which was held on Nov. 28. 

The executive committee 
groups the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture's Secretary General and the 
directors general of the Agri- 
cultural ’Credit Corporation, the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisa- 
.tion, the Jordan Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com- 
pany, the Jordan Valley Author- 
ity and a representative of the 
Ministry of Planning. 


Arab broadcasters 
endorse future plans 


ft A concert by Meaiaeu Qartet which - •«- a programs?** ^ 

French mode by Ravel, Messiaen tu*. j i unefrt at tfae Bacc;. 
laureate School Theatre — 8:00 p.m. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian- 
delegation has returned to Am- 
man after taking part in the Arab 
Broadcasting Union's ‘meetings 
which were held' in the Libyan 
capital — Tripoli, to discuss the 
union’s future plans. 

According to Nasouh Al Majali 
who led the Jordanian delega- 
tion, a general plan for the com- 
tag two years and the activities of 
the onion's training centres in 
Baghdad, Damascus and Algiers 
were discussed and endorsed. 

Die Union’s bodget for the 
coming year will be $1.5 million 
according to Majali ivbo is also 
information advisor at the prime 
minis ter's office. 

Majali said that' the union 
meeting discussed also means of 


promoting cooperation among 
broadcasting stations in the Arab 
World,' exchanges experts, news 
and other infonnation materials. 

He said that - the union has 
derided to make use of a special 
televirion channel offered by the 
satellites for television news ex- 
changes among Arab TV stations 
at a cost of SI million annually in 
implementation of resolutions 
taken by the Arab ministers A 
information in . their last meeting 
in Baghdad. 

The meeting, be said, derided 
thar tiie union should participate 
in a general conference by inter- 
, national broaden ting unions to 
be held in Washington in March 
1989. 


called at the Royal Scientific 
Society and met with its President 
Jawad Al Anani and senior offi- 
cials. 

Also Monday the Japanese de- 
legation met with Minister of 
Planning Taber Kanaan and re- 
viewed with him the general eco- 
nomic conditions in the Kingdom 
and development plans. 

The minister spoke about the 
country's general taxation poli- 
cies, opportunities for investment 
in the Kingdom and Jordan's 
services to countries of the re- 
gion. The minister also called for 
promoting Jordanian-Japanese 
cooperation in economic fields. 

Die head of the delegation said 
he was impressed with the coun- 
try’s development projects and 
voiced satisfaction with the de- 
velopment of bilateral coopera- 
tion in various fields. 


Speaking to reporters Monday, 
Shammout, who is also head of 
the Communicable Diseases De- 
partment at the Ministry of 
Health, said that the three cases, 
although discovered last week, 
were not new cases. 

Of the three patients, two bad 
contracted Acquired Immune De- 
ficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 
through blood transfusion and 
blood products, while one had 
contracted the disease through 
sexual contact — all prior to 
1986. 

Of the three patients, two were 
outside of Jordan, while one pa- 
tient received blood in Jordan in 
1984. 

Shammout expects more cases 
to be discovered in Jordan. 
However, he stresses that they 
would be the result of previous 
contact with the disease. 

Shammout said 73 per cent of 
the patients were males and 27 
per cent were females. The ' 


reason that the percentage of 
females was higher than the worl- 
dwide figure of 10 per cent, “is 
that females here have a higher 
rate of blood exchange during 
pregnancy," he said. 

However, males have a con- 
siderably higher ratio than 
females in Jordan, mainly due to 
a large number of remophiliacs — 
Al Na'our in Arabic — which. 
Shammout explained affects only 
male children who begin to bleed 
profusely and unabated at the 
slightest cut on the body. 129 
children with the disease were 
checked, nine are AIDS patients. 

Blood and blood products are 
the main causes of AIDS in Jor- 
dan. To combat the spread of the 
disease and any further import of 
the disease into the Kingdom, 
Jordan has taken several mea- 
sures since late 1986 to ensure 
that the quality of blood imported 
into the Kingdom would be 
AIDS-free.- Die measures in- 


clude: 

— Requiring the person donat- 
ing blood in the respective coun- 
try be check for AIDS. 

— Refusing to import any 
blood or blood product which 
does not include a certificate in- 
suring the blood to be AIDS-free. 

— Forbidding any blood or 
blood product to be brought into 
the country if the company or the 
people in charge refuse to be held 
responsible for the contact of 
AIDS. 

— Preparing blood and blood 
products at a temperature of 60 
degrees. 

— Upon arrival of the blood 
and blood products. Jordan will 
conduct additional tests. 

Since Jordan's AIDS problem 
is mainly due to blood and blood 
products, Shammout noted that 
these measures have been able to 
control 80 per cent of the caes. 
The remaining 20 per cent are 
mainly due to sexual contacts. 

"There is no country in the 
world without AIDS.” Shamm- 
out said, pointing out that the 
worldwide figure of AIDS pa- 
tients is 125,000 and of AIDS 
carriers is between five to 10 
million. 

Since many Jordanian families 
and students live or study in over 
120 countries abroad. *_‘we can do 
nothing, but spread awareness," 


Armenians mount dedicated campaign 
to raise funds for quake victims 


By Ara K. Voskian 
Jordan Times National 
News Editor 

AMMAN — The Armenian 
community in Jordan has 
mounted a dedicated campaign 
to raise funds and relief sup- 
plies for victims of the earth- 
quake that hit Soviet Armenia 
last week, and “it is a race 
against time to get aid across to 
the disaster area in time to help 
the tens of thousands of 
needy,” according to volun- 
teers taking part ra the effort. 

* All Armenian organisations 
in the Kingdom mobilised 
themselves within hoars after 
the news of the disaster reached 
the outside world in the early 
hoars of Wednesday. The relief 
and aid co mm ittee was set op, 
supported by five sub-commit- 
tees covering the various re- 
gions of Jordan. A volunteer 
force of 150 was set up, includ- 
ing five doctors to offer expert 
opinion on the nature, of medi- : 
cine and equipment needed to 
cope with the situation in Soviet 
Armenia. 

An initial consignment of 
medicine and supplies of five 
tonnes has already been dis- 
patched aboard an Aeroflot 
flight to Moscow. “That was 
the maximum weight the plane 
could carry," said a spokesman 
for the committee. “We have 


another six tonnes of supplies 
awaiting shipment." 

The direct Armenian con- 
tribution is in addition to one 
planeload of relief supplies dis- 
patched by the government of 
Jordan Sunday under direc- 
tives from His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

The effort is spearheaded by 
the Armenian Bishop of Am- 
man, Vahan Topalian, who was 
ordained earlier this month in 
Yerevan, the Armenian capital. 
Ironically, the bishop's first 
major task after his return was 
to cope with the anxiety and 
worries of the community over 
friends and relatives in the 
quake-hit area. 

“UnderscribaWe," that was 
bow the bishop summed up the 
feeling of the community. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan visited the 
Armenian Community Centre 
Sunday to offer condolences 
over tiie diaster. He was re- 
ceived by Bishop Topalian, who 
conveyed to him the thanks and 
appreciation of the Armenian 
community for the concern and 
interest that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has shown in the relief 
effort. 

According to the relit f com- 
mittee spokesman, “the Crown 
Prince's visit was highly 
appreciated by the Armenians. 
It raised the morale of oar tiny 


community which always had 
an unwavering allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne." 

“The Royal Family has al- 
ways shared our joys and sor- 
rows," the spokesman added. 

The refief and aid committee 
is collecting contributions in 
cash and kind From the 3,000- 
strong community in Jordan. 
“We are maintaining constant 
contact with Moscow to coor- 
dinate our efforts," Topalian 
told the Jordan Times Sunday, 
the day the Armenian commun- 
ity held a memorial service at 
the Armenian - Orthodox 
Church in Ashrhfiyeh for the 
teas of thousands of lives lost In 
the quake. 

The bishop expressed pro- 
found thanks and appreciation 
for the various organisations 
and institutions as well as com- 
mercial establishments which 
contributed graciously to the 
campaign to raise help for the 
quake victims. 

“We are receiving contribu- 
tions of cash as well as in kind 

— warm clothes and medicine 

— from all over the Kingdom," 
said the spokesman for the 
committee. “Our volunteers 
are at work from Irbid to 
Aqaba." 

He noted that Jordanian 
drug companies not only con- 
tributed medicine and equip- 
ment — syringes, dressings etc 

— but also rash to the relief 


effort. 

The supplies are being 
gathered at the Armenian 
Community Centre at Asbra- 
fiyeh for packing and dispatch. 
The first shipment left Monday 
and “we are seeking space on 
every available flight to the 
Soviet Union," the spokesman 
said. 

“We are getting overwhelm- 
ing support from all Jorda- 
nians,” the spokesman said. 
“Many donations are being 
made by non- Armenians, and 
many have approached us offer- 
ing their voluntary services," 
he said. 

Many engineers and doctors 
- — both Armenian and non- 
Armenian have approached the 
committee expressing readiness 
to fly to the Soviet Armenia to 
help relief and rescue efforts, 
the spokesman said/ No plans 
have yet been finalised for dis- 
patch of volunteers to the disas- 
ter area, he added. 

The main beneficiaries of the 
hinds raised through the com- 
mittee are expected to be the 
orphaned children in Soviet 
Armenia, he sad. It is esti- 
mated at least 20,000 children 
lost both their parents in the 
disaster, according to reports 
from Yerevan. 

Anyone who wants to contri- 
bute to the effort ran contact 
the Armenian patriarchate in 
Amman on telephone 775261. 
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Historical fear 


WHEN Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir told his 
countrymen recently that an independent Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and Gaza would pose a “permanent 
threat" to Israel, he must have meant something other than 
a security threat. Surely Shamir and his clique know only 
too well that a mini independent Palestinian state can never 
constitute a military threat to the all mighty Zionist state. 
This would lead to the conclusion that what the Likud 
mentality fears most is the moral and legal threats that 
would be posed by the creation of an independent Arab 
Palestine. 

For deep in their souls, all Israelis entertain a guilty 
conscious for stealing a country From its indigenous people. 
Thus, some have characterised this as the biggest robbery 
on earth. An Arab state of Palestine would be a constant and 
permanent reminder to the Israelis of the colossal injustice 
perpetrated against the Palestinian Arabs at the hands of 
Israelis especially by extremists like Yitzhak Shamir whose 
terror tactics against the Arab inhabitants of Palestine 
contributed to the flight of many Palestinians. 

This moral reminder would also have legal implications, 
for once there is a Palestinian state it will enjoy the legal 
capacity to adjudicate all outstanding legal issues arising 
from the creation of the state of Israel on Arab rights, both 
material and political. The Israeli phobia against an 
independent Arab Palestinian state is therefore generated by 
the anxiety over the probability that the state of Israel could 
become accountable by a legal and political entity in the 
form of free and independent Palestine for all score issues 
that were left unaddressed and unaccounted. This is the 
essence of , jhp >( Israeli diagnosis that an independent Arab 
Palestinian' state would be a "permanent Chifeat” to Israel. 
This would also explain the Israeli complexes about dealing 
with the PLO no matter what it says or does. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


ALL three Jordanian Arabic dailies Monday discuss King 
Hussein's coming visit to France and the role which the European 
countries can play in helping in the process of establishing peace 
in the Middle East. A! Ra’i Arabic daily said that France is most 
eligible to play a leading role in this regard in view of its strong 
ties with the Arab World on the one hand and its good relations 
with both Moscow and Washington on the other. Jordan's ties 
with France have been fruitful and could be made to serve the 
cause of peace now that the PLO has recognised U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338, the paper noted. It said that the 
wo countries can join forces to rally U.N. Security Council 
members and the world community to convene an international 
conference that would find a formula to end the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. The paper referred to statements by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifa: to Agence France Presse in which the prime minister said 
that the King's talks in Paris, following those held in Britain are 
clearly aimed at enlisting meaningful help from the European 
Community towards the establishment of peace. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic paper pays tribute to Sweden which 
lately played host to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and took a 
very positive attitude towards the Palestinian people and their just 
cause. Abdul Rahim Omar says Stockholm is to be commended 
for its approach to Washington, requesting it to enter into direct 
diuloge with the PLO and for its arrangement of a meeting 
between American Jewish leaders and the PLO chairman to 
discuss the Palestine question. Sweden's action reminds the 
people of the world of that country's neutrality and its contribu- 
tion towards solving world problems, the writer says. He refers to 
the assassination of the former U.N. mediator count Bamadott 
who was assassinated by Israeli terrorist groups while carrying out 
his mission in Palestine and says that Stockholm's new mission is 
consistent with that country’s orientation towards helping the 
world community to live in peace. 


Al Oustour newspaper writes on King Hussein's coming visit to 
Paris, describing it as part of the monarch's continued and 
consistent efforts to serve his nation. The Paris visit, coming in the 
wake of one paid to London, indicates that the King is pinning so 
much hope on the European role in convening the projected 
international Middle East peace conference since Europe is 
actually eligible to play a constructive role in that direction, the 
paper noted. It said that the European role is becoming more and 
more important in the sake of several positive developments 
around the world. The paper cites the PLO recognition of the 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, the great and warm welcome 
this declaration has drawn from nations around the world and the 
Arab World's unanimous backing for peace moves as being the 
major factors helping the Europeans at present to lead the way for 
establishing peace. 


Sawt Al Shaab newspaper also wrote about the King’s visit to 
France and his forthcoming talks with French President Francois 
Mitterrand on the Middle East problem. The visit to France is 
complementing that which the King made to London to discuss 
with the European leaders their constructive contributions to- 
wards solving (he Palestine problem, the paper noted. Europe, 
the paper noted, can play a middle and a stable role towards 
solving this problem by paving the way for an international 
conference. Europe in general and France in particular have 
strong ties with the Arab World, and any tension in the Middle 
East is bound to have its negative effects on the Europeans, the 
paper noted. It said that the Arabs are more than delighted to see 
the Europeans wecloming the PLO declaration accepting U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, and are encouraged by 
this stance it gives clear indications chat the Europeans intend to 
do something to help the process of peace. 


Middle East— heading towards peace? 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


BEIRUT — To a Middle East 
habitually beset by violent com- 
petition for power and wealth. 


West Bank after Jordan severed 
administrative ties with the area 
in July. 

More than 70 countries recog- 
nised the Palestinian state, but an 
outgoing U.S. administration 


In contrast to the battle of wills . . .‘‘The Iraqis- had the firepower, 
in the backstreets of the West aiicover ana logistics to provide 
Bank and Gaza Strip, it was ■ an effective mobile' defence, 
quiet, persistent diplomacy by . said one analyst. “But they could 
e- — /i — — i no t sustain offensive operations 
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1988 brought an uncommon mea- snubbed Arafat l>y refismg him a 
sure of moderation and pragmatic vtsa to address the U.N. General 


compromise. 

“True, there were battles, raids 
and riots — but for many the year 
marked change for the better,” 
said an Arab diplomat. 

It took Palestinian youths 
armed with stones to challenge 
what they saw as Arab inertia and 
Israeli intransigence in an upris- 
ing- that altered the course of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. - 

The intifada (uprising) in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip took both Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) by surprise. 

It projected the 41 -year-old 
campaign for a Palestinian home- 
land onto television screens worl- 
dwide and propelled PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat into proclaim- 
ing a Palestinian state and impli- 
citly recognising Israel. 

The Palestinian movement was 
cajoled into compromise by fears 
that Israel would annexe the 


Assembly in New York. 

The refusal was widely seen as 
pique on the part of U.S. Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz, 
whose own peace mission aimed 
at giving Palestinians limited self- 
rule ended in failure. 

In Arab eyes, the visa issue 
diminished U.S. stature, and gov- 
ernments waited to see if presi- 
dent-elect George Bush could 
restore some of Washington’s tar- 
nished credibility. 

An Israeli general election 
failed to produce an outright vic- 
tor, with the balance between the 
hardline Likud Bloc and the more 
conciliatory Labour Party held by 
religious zealots. 

Israel also projected its hard- 
line image of power politics with 
one of its biggest raids deep into 
Lebanon in six years, sending 
airborne commandos to attack 
Palestinian bases just south of 
Beirut on December 9. 


U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar that helped si- 
lence the guns in the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

While peace talks in Geneva 
have so for failed to produce a 


deep into Iran.' 

The Iranians had the numbers 
for “human wave” assaults, but 
lacked industrial muscle to main- 
tain a high level of military effort 
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final settlement, for millions of for any length of time, he adaea. 


Iranians and Iraqis the August 20 
ceasefire was a welcome end to " 
eight years of agony. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- ■ 
sein, having successfully harnes- 
sed -Arab distaste for Tehran's 
revolutionary brand of ' Islam for 
his war effort, emerged as peace- 
maker by embracing the U.N. 
ceasefire proposals. 

For his pah, Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruholiab 
Khomeini described the ceasefire 
as a poisoned chalice. 

No-one is certain how many 
people died in the -war. Some 
observers estimated a million 
casualties on both sides. 

Neither side made significant 
territorial or political gains in a 
conflict that pitted a larger Ira- 
nian war machine against a smal- 
ler but more mobile Arab foe. 


Peace in the Gulf prompted a 
re-alignment in 'Arab politics. 

Egypt returned to the Arab 
mainstream after nearly a decade 
of ostracism for its 1979 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

Gulf peace also promised stabi- 
lisation of the world oil market, 
with Iran and Iraq accepting 
equal output quotas and the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
agreeing to cut total output in a 
glutted oil market. 

But hope that an early release 
for at least some of the 18 Wes- 
terners held by militants in Leba- 
non would follow the Iran-Iraq 
ceasefire failed to materialise. 

Spectacular violence took the 
form of a two- week hijacking last 
April, the longest ever. 

A Kuwaiti airliner with mem- 


ben; of the state’s ruling family on 
board was seized on a flight from 
Bangkok, forced to Mashhad in 
Iran, then Cyprus, and finally 

Algiere. ; ■ . . 

Unidentified gunmen, deman- 
ding the release of 17 Arabs 
jailed in Kuwait for bomb attacks 
there in 1983, killed two Kuwaiti 
passengers before freeing 71 
other hostages. ' 

The ordeal for the remaining 
31 passengers and crew ended on 
April 20 after 36246 hours. The 
hijackers melted away to fight 
another day. Two, both pro-Ira- 
nian Lebanese, were later re- 
ported killed in one of Beirut's 
innumerable civil war feuds. 

On the domestic front, prag- 
matism took bentre stage. 

Libyan leader Colonel Muam- 
mar Oadhafi launched reforms 
that eased travel restrictions and 
loosened state controls. 

In Algiers, riots triggered by 
economic austerity measures en- 
couraged President Chadli Ben- 
jedid to pledge reforms in the 
ruling National Liberation Front. 

President Hussein also laun- 
ched economic and political 
change to match Iraqi expecta- 
tions with the advent of peace. 


Previously socialist; Iraq 
offered state enterprises forsale, 
relaxed import restrictions, 
allowed prices to rise ana lifted 
taxes to boost the private rector 
and encourage peacetime invest- 
ment .. 



Hussein’s Baath Party, 'which 
has ruled unchallenged for 20 
yeans, said a multi-party system 
would be allowed and promised a 
pardon for people convicted of or 
sought for political actions. 

But there was little good cheer 
for Lebanon, traditional sound- 
ing board "for the region’s labyrin- 
thine politics. 




Israel launched 25 air raids on 
Palestinian and pro-Iranian 
Lebanese targets in the south of 
the country before the December 
9 commando assault. 

Lebanese parliamentarians 
twice failed to elect a new presi- 
dent, rejecting a compromise 
candidate backed by the United 
States and neighbouring Syria. 


lint o 

spark 


As Lebanon teetered on the 
edge of formal partition after 13 
years of civil war, Syria’s role as 
the major power broker faced a 
new challenge. 


One year later Palestinian uprising continues 


By Dan Williams 


NABLUS, Israeli-Occupied West 
Bank — In a small sitting room 
decorated with a velveteen tapes- 
try of the Dome of the Rock, a 
Muslim holy place, young Palesti- 
nian men showed each other their 
scars. 

Abu Suhai, 22, showed a half- 
dollar-size smudge on his shoul- 
der, the remnant of a bullet 
wound he got in March. Lzzedin, 
only 18. sheepishly pointed out a 
dime-size welt on his thigh, a 
September injury. 

As if to assure everyone that 
his injury was as severe as anyone 
else’s, he blurted out, “the bullet 
is still inside.” His comrades 
laughed. 

In other countries, in other 
times, the youths might have 
been comparing football injuries, 
so commonplace are their tales of 
danger and pain. In the year since 
the Arab uprising against Israeli 
rule began on the West Bank and 


□ew feeling on nationhood. The 
sentiment was encouraged by tbe 
declaration of an independent 
Palestinian state issued in Algiers 
last month by tbe legislative turn 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. “ 

Israeli officials speak less of 
crushing the rebellion and more 
of managing it by asserting Israeli 
control in every community in the 
occupied territories so that Arab 
nationalist feelings are not trans- 
formed into de facto self-rule. 

“The fight is now for political 
control,” said Meron Benvenisti, 
an Israeli expert on West Bank 
and Gaza affairs. “The cost is not 
unbearably high to either side. 
That’s why it can go on for a long 
time.” 

Predictions of a protracted 
struggle are subject to wild-card 
variables, Benvenisti admits. On 
the one hand, many Arab hard- 
liners are chafing under the gra- 
dualist approach of the main 
leadership of the uprising, while 


traffic. 

Nablus, with a population of 
900,000, is the largest dty on the 
West Bank and was one of tbe 
first to take up the intifada with 
vigour. 

Withii 


and deliver bread to families 
hard-pressed by the series of 
strikes and. business closures. 


ithin two days after the m ~ 
tifada began in Gaza, boys in 
Nablus took up stones to attack 
Israeli soldiers. On the first day 
of the uprising here, three youths 
were shot to death, since then, 
almost 2,000 Nablusians have 
been wounded, according to hos- 
pital records. 1 

“Nablus considers itself the 
capital of resistance," said Mitz- 
na, tbe Israeli commander. “It's a 
tough nut to crack.” 

The streets of Nablus present 
clear signs of dual authority. On 
almost every comer, an apparent- 
ly idle youth keeps watch for 
troops movements and whistles 
warnings to cohorts posted at the 
next intersection. 

“Hi jaish?” asked a boy enter- 
ing the casbah carrying a small 


The hard-core rebels, many 
tougbened by years . spent in 
Israeli jails, often live a fugitive 
life in the maze of alleys in the 
city’s crumbling casbah. One, 
named Walid, recounted how 
soldiers have come to his parents* 
home, surrounding it "Chicago- 
style” waiting to catch him — 
an'd, he thinks, shoot him. 
□ever visits. 


He 


“I am not suicidal,” be joked 

dtyly- ' . 

During the conversation, m a 
hidden ruin of a Turkish bath, 
someone knocked at the door. 
Walid leaped from the chair and 
headed for a side exit. It was a 
friend. “This is how I live,” he 
said, calming down. 

The rebels also give chase. 
Members of self-styled “hit 
teams” deliver handwritten warn- 
ings to Arabs accused of spying 
for the Israelis. In Mosques, Im- 


ams shout Koranic threats at 
those who compromise them- 
selves and sell property to the 
•invader.-. 

“Blessed are those who keep 
the integrity of the land,” 
preached one cleric -on a recent 
Friday. 

During one week this fall, two 
suspected collaborators were kil- 
led in Nablus, one . body was 
hanged from a meat hook in a 
butcher's shop, the other dumped 
into a pile of garbage — Los 
Angeles Times. 


GaraftriD 11 a ra“and“ o“e in Israel, extremist politicians da- plastic bag of oranges,. 1 
Gaza . 1 _ “! an d mouse toiiatidr meaStihes against : soldiers *ifl there?” ■ ‘ 


‘Are the 


t Z e ™>r «* toi ^ r tneaStibes against - 

struggle with toe troops , hqs he- and- 


come almost- routine for^wany 
Palestinians. 

The intifada, as the uprising is 
called in Arabic, has its wide 
wings, its tragedies, failures and 
victories, but It has also, become, 
day by day, stamped on the fabric 
of eveiyday existence. Observers 
and partidpants in the ongoing 
battle say that, whatever the final 
outcome the Palestinians will 
never be the same again. 

“The intifada has become a 
way of life. I don't think I can 
imagine what we would be with- 
out it," declared Said Kaaaan, a 
businessman and prominent 
Palestinian spokesman in Nablus. 

“The intifada is a state of 
mind,” commented Gen. Avram 
Mitzna, the Israeli military com- 
mander of the West Bank. “The 
mood, the feeling, is that the 
Arabs have gained something. 
They are able to control their 
hiture. They took their lives into 
their own hands. It is impossible 
to take this from them — im- 
possible.” 

Each side in the conflict 
appears willing to dig in for the 
long haul. Arab leaders are talk- 
ing about rebuilding the area's 
shattered economy and creating 
institutions such as trade and 
professional unions to cement a 


not just tffe stone-throwfers -and 
demonstrators- but also the lead- 
ers behind the scenes. 

“This thing is always subject to 
lunacy," Benvenisti said with a 
sigh. 

The Palestinian rebellion be- 
gan in the Gaza Strip a year ago 
Dec. 9. The first demonstration 
was sparked, apparently, by 
rumours that a traffic crash the 
previous day, involving a truck 
driven by an Israeli, had been an 
act of retaliation for the fetal 
stabbing of an Israeli plastics 
merchant. Four Gazans were kil- 
led and seven injured when the 
truck struck their two vans. 

Military officials said another 
source of tension was a deporta- 
tion order against a local Muslim 
leader. 

Since then, about 330 Palesti- 
nians have died and thousands 
have been wounded in the intifa- 
da. More than 6,000 Arabs axe in 
jail at any ond time, many with- 
out recourse to a trial. In a recent 
study, Benvenisti estimated the 
Arab population of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to be 1.7 million. 

Through it all, the daily lives of 
Arabs have been bent into shapes 
unimagi cable a year ago, when 
youths in the Gaza Strip first 
picked up stones to hurl at Israeli 


f: -ffe-'’questibn;wa^f8pdafM K up'’ 
toe line of vegetable iSthlls tlhfil it" 
reached a vendor with a view of 
toe next cross street. 

Pausing amid his usual calls of 
"tomatoes," “pepper” and “gar- 
lic," the vendor replied, “no sol- 
diers,” and the boy calmly 
weaved through the market on 
his way home. 

For the better part of a year, 
students met in secret classrooms 
to try to keep up with their 
studies. Israel kept toe schools 
shut from February to May and 
closed them again in July, making 
the bolding of even impromptu 
classes illegal, subject to jail and 
fines. Authorities of the Israeli 
civil administration reopened the 
schools last week, three months 
later than usual, and warned that 
they would be closed again if 
students joined protests. 

In their ample spare time, 
youths rename streets after mar- 
tyrs and hand out leaflets with tbe 
latest protest schedules. 

Women, who in traditional 
Arab society are cloistered in the 
home, sometimes take part in 
public protests. Jail is a badge of 
honour. 

Fierce-eyed militants collect 
taxes from store owners, prorated 
to reflect their reduced business. 


A genuine quest for peace 


By Daoud Kuttob 


ISRAELI OFFICIALS and some 
critics in the U.S. have dismissed 
toe results of the 19th session of 
toe Palestine National Council, 
held in Algiers, claiming that the 
Palestinian* Dediratjon 6t 


Hie Palestinian Declaration of 
Independence said that the U.N. 
Partition Plan of 1947, which 
divided mandatory Palestine into 
a Jewish and an Arab state, “pro- 
vides international legitimacy 
with the conditions it needs to 


reference from November 15, 
1988. onwards is the Declaration 
of Independence, and not the 
■covenant. Almost every clause in 
toe PLO Covenant has now been 
contradicted — .or superseded by 
a PNC resolution. The covenant 


-fflfflrantdei-theiArab.:Palestimans.: is now as invalid as the Likud's 
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ramme ! rha< 'accompanied it are 
no more than a propaganda gim- 
mick. 

Their contention is that the 
PLO has not offidally recognised 
Israel, has not nullified its charter 
and has not renounced terrorism. 
These sceptics point out that the 
PLO’s acceptance of U.N. Re- 
solution 242 is conditional and 
that toe Palestinians fell short of 
American demands. There was 
nothing new in the PNC deci- 
sions, they say. 

Tbe question of recognising 
Israel is by far the most important 
one. In press' conferences held 
after the PNC, top PLO officials 
contended that toe PLO had not 
explicitly recognised Israel. But 
was this ever a demand by either 
the U.S. .administrationi or the 
world community for PLO parti- 
cipation in peaceful negotiations? 
I believe the answer is -no. 

Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, 
whom Israel and the U.S. want to 
come to the negotiating table, 
also don’t recognise Israel. The 
U.S. bas always demanded that 
toe Palestinians accept, the right 
of Israel to exist. The declaration 
of independence and toe political 
statement answer this key issue in 
a clear and unambiguous way. 


hood.” The. declaration also 
noted that the new.state of Pales- 
tine “is a peace-loving state com- 
mitted to the principles of peace- 
ful coexistence and will woric with 
all the countries in toe area for 
peace based on justice and 
mutual respect.” , 

The political statement of toe 
Palestine council called for the 
convening of an' international 
conference to be based on U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242, 
and toe guarantee of Palestinian 
national rights. The PNC’s poli- 
tical statement noted that the 
“international conference should 
reach a comprehensive solution 
that will provide peace and secur- 
ity for all, with mutual accept- 
ance.” The word Israel or Israelis 
is mentioned more than 10 times, 
and the word “armed struggle” 
doesn't appear at all in either 
document. 

As to toe question of toe PLO 
Charter, this is ho longer consi- 
dered the basis of the Palestinian 
struggle. 

Past PNC resolution^ have con- 
sistently affirmed a commitment 
to the Palestine Covenant. The 
19th PNC made no reference to 
toe covenant. For Palestinians 
and the PLO. the document of 


hanks of the Jordan or their 
theme about the two banks of the 
Jordan River. 

The resolutions of the Algiers 
PNC are the statements of an 
organisation interested in a 
genuine peace. Instead of en- 
couraging these positive develop- 
ments, Israeli leaders attacked 
the latest PLO resolutions. Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres said 
toe statements complicate things 
and make convening the interna- 
tional conference more difficult. 
He added that there is nothing 
new in them. 

Maybe these resolutions com- 
plicate things for the Labour Par- 
ty. Or maybe they make it more 
difficult for the Likud, which is 
calling for direct talks — some- 
thing the PLO is now accepting 
.without any preconditions, as 
Yasser Arafat said in his post- 
PNC press conference. But they 
do not complicate things for any 
Israeli interested in a genuine ana 
lasting peace. 

The writer is a Palestinian jour- 
nalist, West Bank editor of the 
Nazareth-based As-Senara and 
the Mideast Mirror. He attended 
the PNC in AJgiers . Tbe article is 
reprinted from Tbe Jerusalem 
Post. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

■ 6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


£ 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Maaiwy waTiM a 

Open daily 12ti0 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


WadiSaqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing' 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 


Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



MW/if 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmuHaffr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 


Open Dolly 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Hofiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 
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Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modem, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 
^ phone 841712/13/14 j 



PEOPLE WHO NEED 



CLEANING 
k SERVICES - 


[ VJ 'CA LL US! 


Electrolux 


ffl 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


s 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door 'service 



For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door - Service, : 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


phase call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 


Ahdd Hamid Sharar Street 
Shmereani 
P.O. Box 78«i 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 60467b. 604696 ' 
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Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev — loach with Queen Elizabeth II and taBcs with Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Hint of royal trip to Moscow 
sparks controversy 


i.-i 


By Maureen Johnson 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Reports that 
Queen Elizabeth II will soon res 
ceive an invitation to visit Mos- 
cow, and that Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher doesn't want 
her to go, have thrust Britain’s 
two most powerful women into 
controversy. 

The notion of a Soviet- visit is 
speculation. But it highlights the 
delicate nature of Britain's con- 
stitutional monarchy; and the 
headlines it produces fuel a public 
perception that the queen and 
prime minister don’t get along. 

The current flurry dates back 
to the announcement two weeks 
ago that Soviet President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev will visit Bucking- 
ham. Palace when he stops off 
here en route home from 
Washington. 

The next day The Evening 
Standard i a, London newspaper, 
reported from Moscow that the 
queen was likely to be invited for 
her first visit ever to* the Soviet 
Union. 

The idea sent a frisson through 
royal-watching circles, where it 
was quickly noted that the Rus- 
sian royal family, murdered by 
Bolsheviks in the Russian revolu- 
tion, were the queen’s ancestors. 

Buckingham Palace insisted it 
knew of no invitation, and that if 
it came the queen would react 
“on the advice of ministers” — 
meanmg that -like all her official 
foreign joaroeysy. this one would ; 
have to receive; government . 
approval. 

The following Sunday, several 
newspapers repotted that Thatch- 
er would block such a visit. They 
said the feeling was that it would 
hand the Soviets a propaganda 
coup, and that the queen prob- 
ably would want to stay away out 
of respect for her murdered 
ancestors. 

The source of the Sunday re- 
ports was later alleged to be 
Bernard Ingham, Thatcher's 
press secretary, who regularly 
briefs Sunday newspaper corres- 
pondents. 

Some commentators believe 
the newspaper reports were simp- 


ly trial balloons — 
Soviets bad floated 


that the 

iets bad floated the idea 
through the Evening Standard 
and had gotten the government’s 
reply through from Ingham. 

If so, Thatcher .had acted en- 
tirely properly, since it is for her, 
not the queen, to decide on issues 
with political implications. But 
for die opposition Labour Party, 
it was a handy weapon to turn 
against Thatcher. 

In parliament, they jeered their 
disbelief as Thatcher angrily de- 
nied vetoing a royal visit to 


Moscow. 

“The matter has not been dis- 
cussed in any way,” she said. “It 
is totally hypothetical.” 

The Labourites charged that 
Thatcher, 63 and nearly a decade 
in power, bad forgotten who was 
the real queen. 

“This looks like envy on the 
part of the prime minister given 
that a royal visit would be a 
glittering affair. It would be one 
in the eye for queen Margaret,” 
claimed Labour's George 
Robertson. 


Book piracy flourishes in Jordan, 

but not for long 


By John West 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN, a country with over 30 
per cent of its population in full 
time education, and one. of the 
most advanced service sector eco- 
nomies in the Middle East, has no 
law to protect intellectual proper- 
ty. With a draft legislation now in . 
the final stages, it is good time to 
examine the state of play in the 
publishing industry in the 
Kingdom. 

In fact.- to be accurate, there is 
no law specifically designed to 
protect intellectual property. 
Currently valid as a mechanism is 
an obscure sub-section of a law 
from the old Ottoman code, 
dated to 1911. Its effectiveness, 
however, can be judged from the 
case of Dr. Salim Kaswani. 

Dr. Kaswani is a part-time lec- 
turer in law at the University of 
Jordan, who in 1983 published a 
textbook to supplement his stu- 
dents’ course materials. In 1984 
be noticed that pirate copies of 
his work were appearing under 
the arms of scholars entering the 
lecture ball, and was informed 
that they had been bought for JD 
2, as opposed to the official price 
of JD 3. Further investigation led 
him to the source of his unex- 
pected competition, a small 
photocopying booth nestled just 


outside the main gates of the 
university. There a confrontation 
ensued. 

“Please desist,” Dr. Kaswani 
politely asked his imitator, assur- 
ing him that no further action 
would be taken if he complied. 
His adversary not only did not 
deny the allegations of copying 
but evidently regarded Dr. Kas- 
wani’s request as an unwarranted 
intrusion. He replied to the effect 
that it was common knowledge 
that once a book appeared in 
public it became common proper- 
ty. Dr, Kaswani went to court. 

Nearly five years later the case 
is unresolved. At one stage the 
relevant articles seemed so opa- 
que that fresh legal experts had to 
be appointed to determine 
wbether prosecution was viable 
under the provisions of the law. 
Dr. Kaswani won his case in the 
Conn of First Degree, and com- 
pensation of some JD 10,000, but 
the defendant appealed and the 
case is currently under review at 
the court of appeals. 

Although Dr. Kaswani’s dog- 
ged attempts to secure protection 
of his work have yet to meet with 
success, he has become a cause 
celebre among authors at large. 
Colleagues at the University of 
Jordan dahn that the mere whis- 
per of his name often has the de- 
sired salutory effect on those sus- 


pected of pirating other academic 
texts. Some of them have been 
launched similarly ambitious 
litigations, which likewise await a 
final verdict. Overall, however, 
the situation remains unchanged, - 
and pirate rs unchallenged. 

Existing law 

Dr. Mohammad Hammouri, 
the Minister of Culture and 
National Heritage, and himself a 
former professor at the universi- 
ty, described the disuse into 
which what tenuous protection 
there is has fallen. “If you want to 
protect your intellectual proper- 
ty, you have to lodge registration 
in the Ministry of Education. 
Nobody has done so, because 
nobody knows of the provisions, 
and existing law has seemed in- 
effective... they don’t even have a 
department (at the Ministry of 
Education) to handle the registra- 
tion of intellectual property.” 
There has been an arrangement 
whereby authors could register 
with the Department of Librar- 
ies, Documentation, and Nation- 
al Archives, and receive a deposit 
number -for their work, but the 
minister stressed that this was a 
purely temporary, administrative 
arrangement and did not entail 
legal protection. “You can’t put 
people under an' obligation just 


Polygamy and right of wives 


Q. When a woman learns of her 
husband intendfaig a second mar- 
riage, is It permissible for her Co 
te0 him that he may not bring his 
second wife in her home and that 
he must provide a second accom- 
modation for her. Can she say 
.that even when her hnsband has 
only a small house provided him 
by the company and he has only a 
limited income which may not be 
sufficient to keep two booses. Can 
be cboose a Christian woman for 
his second wife? 

(Name and address withheld) 

A. ISLAM views marriage as a 
relationship between human 
beings. Therefore, the rights and 
privileges as well as the feelings 
and emotions :of - each partner in 
tfiwa. relati onship vttmkj - h* i ntift>n . . 
into 'consideration. Since; the 
woman is the weaker partner in a 
marriage relationship, Is lam has 
taken care to ensure that her 
rights are respected. When a man 
defaults on his duties towards his 
wife, this constitutes sufficient 
grounds for the nullification of 
the marriage, if an Islamic court 
determines that the situation can- 
not be mended. Such a nullifica- 
tion can be enforced despite the 
objections of the defaulting hus- 
band. 

Every married woman is enti- 
tled to have a decent home of the 
standard to which women in her 
social status are accustomed. If 
she agrees to marry a man of 


limited income, she implicitly 
consents to have a home of the 
standard her husband can afford. 
Whatever may be the family cir- 
cumstances, her right to a decent 
borne is undeniable. This is part 
of something greater to which she 
is also entitled by right, namely, a 
family atmosphere based on care, 
affection and compassion. In 
short, a homely life. 

It is well known that Islam 
allows a man to many up to four 
wives at a time. When a man 
intends to many a second wife, it 
is not obligatory that he should 
seek or obtain his first wife’s 
consent. Bnt she remains entitled 
*to* all her rights and privileges. 
The second wife also enjoys si mi-, 
lar rights. Both of them are enti- 
.tied to, equal treatment in every- 
thing which , is. under , their hus- lV 
band’s control. He should pro- : 
vide them with living accom- 
modation of equal standard.- He 
cannot, say, give one of them a 
detached, two-story villa with a 
garden and accommodate the 
other in a small apartment in a 
large block of flats. If he does 
that, then he is guilty of unfair 
and unequal treatment. 

“When we consider this very 
carefully, we realise that it is the 
duty of any man who intends to 
many a second wife to make sure 
that he can support both of them 
on an equal basis. The Koranic 
instruction is very dear: “If you 
fear that you may not treat them 
equally, then limit yourself to one 


(wife)’’. It may so happen that a 
married man finds himself deep 
in love with another woman and 
she consents to be his wife, know- 
ing that he is of limited means. 
He should reflect, however, that 
marriage is not a temporary 
arrangement. He should look to 
the future and consider whether 
or not be is committing himself to 
something with which he cannot 
cope. He must never overlook his 
duties towards his first wife, or 
indeed the second. 

The first question he should 
ask himself is whether he would 
be able to main tain two homes. It 
is not lawful for a man who has 
married two women to force . 
them to live in the same bouse, 
whether it is big or small, unless 
both of them agree to that 
arrangement without. - .coercion. . 
This is due ta the fact that in such 
firm instances it is only natural 
for them to harbour feelings of 
jealousy and hostility towards 
each other. Each of -them will be 
always on the watch, trying to 
discover any sign of favouritism 
which her husband shows towards 
his other wife. That will inevit- 
ably lead to endless quarrels and 
the atmosphere in the family 
home will be unhealthy for the 
upbringing of the children. 
Moreover, why should a wife be 
exposed to such a situation which 
enhances ill-feelings? On the 
baas of this, it is perfectly legiti- 
mate for the first wife to tell her 
husband when he embarks on a 


second marriage that he must not 
at any time enforce on her the 
burden of sharing her home with 
his second wife. If she makes that 
clear to him and be nevertheless 
tries to impose it, then this consti- 
tutes a basis for the nullification 
of the marriage, if so she desires. 
She will be entitled to all her 
rights. 

Having said that, I realise that 
not every woman who finds her- 
self in such a situation would like 
to have her marriage nullified. A 
wife may still be young and she 
may have young children who 
need to have both their parents 
around. She may have no feasible 
alternative. If she gets her mar- 
riage nullified, she may face the 
problem of being separated from 
-her. children. Many a woman 
would sacrifice their happiness in 
order to stay with her children. 
Therefore, it is only right that a 
woman is given the freedom of 
choice with regard to the type of 
home she may have when her 
husband marries a second or a 
third wife. As I have already said, 
a man may not force his two 
wives to share one house without 
their consent. If both of them 
agree to such sharing, they are 
forgoing part of their right and 
this must be on the basis of free 
choice. 

A husband may arrange for 
both his wives to have separate 
rooms in one bouse only if such is 
the nature of housing people in 
the same soda! status as his wives 


have. If, for example, a man’s 
wife comes from a family which 
shares her home with ano- 
ther family, then such a 
shared accommodation is the 
type of her equals. He may, then, 
ask her to have separate rooms in 
a house which she shares with his 
other wife. 

When we consider all this, we 
find that in the case the lady 
reader cites, the husband will be 
ill-advised to marry a second 
wife. His company is unlikely to 
give him a second home for the 
second wife. Therefore, he will 
have to rent a flat for her which 
will constitute a heavy financial 
burden and will take a consider- 
able portion of his income. If he 
is thinking of getting both his 
wives to share ms small accom- 
modation, he is depriving both of 
them of their rights. As we have 
said, he cannot do that unless 
both of them freely consent. 
What we have also to consider is 
that Islam allows polygamy only 
as a solution to social problems. 
When a man is happy with his 
family life with his first wife, he . 
should not think of marrying* 
again. His own happiness is at 
stake. 

The other point the lady reader 
raises is whether it is permissible 
for a man who is married to a 
Muslim wife to choose a Christian 
for his second wife. The answer is 
that it is pennissible, but far from 
recommended. 

— Arab News. 


like this — there must be a law.” 

It is sometimes argued that, 
especially in developing coun- 
tries, the absence of safeguards 
for intellectual property is a good 
thing. Knowledge should not be 
held ransom to money, nor peo- 
ple deprived of instruction or 
entertainment by copywright. In 
answer. Dr. Hammouri pursued 
the analogy with physical or 
financial possessions that is impli- 
cit in the term “intellectual prop- 
erty*” 

“I find it veiy strange that if 
you write something, it should be 
open to anyone to take it as his 
own. Everyone should be pro- 
tected, as you would protect 
other forms of property.” 

To expand this argument, sup- 
pose a similar situation pertained 
to other forms of property, and 
you can easily imagine that once a 
builder had had his third house 
removed from him, a carpenter 
his fifteenth bed, and a taxi- 
driver his sixth car. we should all 
soon be living in the open, sleep- 
ing on the ground and walking 
everywhere. Those who argue that 
intellectual output should be a 
public good assume that it is a 
constant, whereas in fact, espe- 
cially in developing countries, it is 
a fragile variable. Where there 
are no incentives to produce, 
there will be no production, and 
countries who concentrate exclu- 
sively on knowledge distribution 
at the expense of knowledge crea- 
tion will find themselves in the 
same kind of intellectual lethargy 
as some centrally planned econo- 
mies now face in their material 
economies. 

The analogy bears close ex- 
amination. Ibrahim Sharbain, 
Managing Director of the Jordan 
Book Cenfre Company, esti- 
mates that approximately 100 ti- 
tles per year are legitimately pub- 
lished by reputable companies in 
Jordan. He expects this figure to 
jump to nearly one thousand 
within a year of the implementa- 
tion of the new law. 

Piracy, piracy 

“There’s only one problem we 
free as publishers in Jordan,” he 
said, “piracy.” 

“As soon as we sell in big 
quantities, the pirates immediate- 
ly start printing .in Lebanon.” 
Beirut is the centre of the Middle 
East pirating industry; and most 
bestseller pirate copies are 
printed there and then imported, 
making them easy to prevent 
once the legal apparatus is in 
place. Smaller editions of a poor- 
er quality are printed locally, 
and can be difficult to trace, since 
in Amman alone there are 1SS 
small printing shops. If it is an 
offence to knowingly sell pirate 
materia], however, this flow too 
can be easily stemmed. 

The main market exists in edu- 
cational books. A book from 
which a legitimate publisher may 
draw a slender profit margin at 
JD 2 can be lucratively repro- 


duced by pirates at JD 1. Some- 
times educational institutions 
themselves place orders for pirate 
copies, as by cutting their book 
expenses they can lavish more of 
their precious funds on develop- 
ing other areas of education. 
Sharbain feels that such a policy, 
however, works against national 
interests in the long run, as it 
prevents the Jordanian publishing 
industry from really getting off 
the ground. 

They think “we need to pirate 
books to provide them to the 
students", but they never thought 
that the authors might be Jorda- 
nians, and the publishers too. 
Dictionaries are prime meat for 
pirates, who last year sold as 
many as 15,000 copies of the 
Oxford Advanced Learner’s En- 
glish Dictionary. 

To some extent, pirates have 
been damaging themselves by 
their own sloppiness. Many a 
student who has opted for the 
cheaper illicit version has found 
ten page lacunae, illegible print 
'or missing diagrams in the middle 
of a vital chapter. Such once 
bitten scholars are twice shy when 
it comes to buying pirate books 
again. The black market as a 
whole, however, relies on a rotat- 
ing clientele of students who 
graduate every year. It is not 
therefore greatly dented by poor 
customer service. 

Sharbain is heartened by the 
new legislation, which he thinks 
presages the launch of the Jorda- 
nian publishing industry. “We 
feel as though the government, 
indirectly, is encouraging us to 
publish more books,” be said, 
adding that much smaller print 
runs would now be viable com- 
mercial propositions since pub- 
lishers would in future be assured 
of 1U0 per cent of its potential 
sales, instead of a fraction of 
them. Thus, there would be much 
greater variety, and of course, 
more opportunity for first time 
Jordanian authors. “If you can 
publish only a few books, and you 
have to keep worrying about pira- 
cy. basically the publishing indus- 
try in Jordan will never expand.” 
General readers, as opposed to 
the captive market of students,, 
mil particularly benefit. 

The Kingdom's approximately 
100 titles a year, for a population 
of 3 million, adds up to a ratio of 
one new book per 30,000 citizens 
by comparison with a United 
States ratio of one book to 3,500 
(75,000 titles for a population of 
240 million). 

Of course, many other obsta- 
cles remain to be overcome’ be- 
fore the publishing industry can 
reach its fell potential, not the 
least of which are the lack of the 
reading habit among even highly 
educated sectors of the popula- 
tion, and the final eradication of 
illiteracy. Bnt by this timely law, 
the government will unleash the 
creative forces that have been 
restrained for so long. It bodes 
well for the future of culture in 
the Kingdom. 
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ii iy a, Tunisia agree on 

practical economic 



tegration programme 


TUNIS (R) — Libya and Tunisia have agreed on a 
long list of practical steps towards integration, 
including free trade across the border, linking of 
electricity grids and joint offshore exploration for oil 
and gas. 


A joint statement issued Sun- 
day after a three-day visit to 
Tunisia by Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi said he and Tunisian 
President Zine Al Abidine Ibn All 
hoped other steps would follow to 
accelerate the process of uniting 
the Maghreb and eventually the 
whole Arab World. 

The two countries have created 
a new joint institution, known as 
the Executive Committee, to 
make sure that decisions on coop- 
eration. integration and unity go 
ahead, it added. 

Libya and Tunisia had already 
agreed most of the practical steps 
in principle but ministers who 
prepared for the talks between 
Qadhafi and Ibn Alt either took 
them a stage forward or set dead- 
lines for carrying them out. 

They exchanged instruments of 
ratification on a customs and 
trade agreement which allows 
free trade in Libyan and Tunisian 
goods with a local manufacturing 
input of at least 40 per cent. 

Apparently to solve the prob- 
lem of Tunisian imports of goods 
subsidised by the Libyan govern- 
ment, technical groups will pre- 
sent studies on standardising 
prices of basic goods by the mid- 
dle of next year, the communique 
added. 

A high-tension electricity line 


linking border areas will go into 
service by the new year, and by 
the end of June 1989 the Libyan 
grid will come further into Tuni- 
sia. the communique said. 

The communique confirmed 
that the two countries had set up 
a joint oil company to prospect for 
and exploit oil and gas deposits 
on the previously disputed con- 
tinental shelf and that Libya had 
agreed to employ 10,000 Tunisian 
workers. 

It did not mention, however, 
either a proposed common identi- 
ty card or Libya's promise to use 
10 per cent of the revenues from 
its Al Bouri oil field to finance 
joint projects. 

Qadhafi made the promise 
when he and Ibn Ali last met in 
September on a car ferry in the 
Mediterranean. 

Sever'd of the projects which 
Tunisia said Al Bouri would fi- 
nance — including improvements 
to the road on the Tunisian side 
of the border and an oil pipeline 
between the Libyan town of 
Zouara and the Tunisian town of 
Zaisis — remain probable. 

Work on the road, a much 
shorter version of the one origi- 
nally proposed, will start in Janu- 
ary and studies on the route the 
pipeline should follow will begin 
Dec. 20. 
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In the more distant future, the 
two countries agreed to coordin- 
ate industrial development so 
that each would use its installed 
capacity to the best advantage, 
the statement said. 

The accords fit in well with 
Tunisia's emphasis on realistic 
and practical steps rather than the 
kind of grand political gestures 
Qadhafi has made in previous 
unity attempts. 

The Libyan leader told the 
Tunisian parliament Friday that 
he favoured a “constitutional uni- 
ty” between Libya and Tunisia 
but he has not tried to force the 
Tunisians into accepting his ambi- 
tious objectives. 

Tunisian officials have stressed 
that integration with Libya is part 
of a slower process towards link- 
ing the two countries with Alger- 
ia, Morocco and Mauritania in a 
Greater Maghreb. 

The heads of the state of the 
five countries met for the first 
time ever in Algeria in June and 
further progress depends on 
another summit for which no date 
has been set, diplomats say. 

Qadhafi drove back to Libya 
Sunday after a last round of talks 
in the morning with Ibn Ali, 
followed by lunch under canvas 
and a display of bedouin horse- 
manship. 

The Libyan leader spent most 
of his visit in the south, which has 
bene fitted most from the reopen- 
ing of the border a year ago, 
shortly after Ibn Ah' removed 
ageing president Habib Bour- 
guiba from power. 


Kuwait adjusts interest-rate structure 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait's- cen- 
tral bank Sunday enforced an 
increase in the discount rate, on 
Kuwaiti dinar, denominated loans 
to 7.5 per cent and consequently 
imposed a new interest rate ceil- 
ing of 10 per cent. 

An advance notice of the move 
was given by the bank's Governor 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah to the Kuwait News Agen- 
cy (KUNA) ,Saturday. 

Bankers said that the basic rate 
was raised from five to 7.5 per 
cent, while the interest rate ceil- 


ing usually applicable to loans 
payable over a period of time 
exceeding 12 months, was raised 
from 7.5 per cent to 10 per cent. 

Sheikh Salem said that the cen- 
tral bank also imposed new in- 
terest floors for deposits, but kept 
interest rates payable for saving 
accounts at its former rate of 4.5 


per cent. 

Bankers, who talked on condi- 
tion they not be named, said the 
measures were aimed at au- 
gmenting the profitability of local 
commercial banks whose per- 


formance is expected to show a 
retreat in 1988 from a year ear- 
lier. 

This was seen as mainly the 
result of the the massive move- 
ment of funds to deposits de- 
nominated in foreign currencies 
in search of higher interest rates. 

The bankers also predicted the 
new interest rate structure would 
help convince investors to return 
to dinar-denominated portfolios. 

i “The new price structur e which 
is tied to the central banks dis- 
count rate is intended to bring the 


interest rates for dinar-denomin- 
ated portfolios fnto line with rates 
applicable to key foreign curro^ 
des at international markets,** 
Sheikh Salem said td KUNA. 


As a result of the new regula- 
tions, the interest rate ceiling on 
loans for periods less than one 
year should not exceed the dis- 
count rate by more than 9.5 per 
cent, while the interest on loans 
for periods’of more than one year 
should not exceed 2.5 per cent 
above the basic rate, the gov- 


ernor said. 

However, Sheikh. Salem said 
that die new interest rate struc- 
ture “will not apply to loans fo 
non-residents ana to interbank 
transactions.” 


Otaiba wants OPEC to regain power 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Oil Minis- 
ter Mana Saeed Otaiba says that 
OPEC should increase its oil pro- 
duction to at least 20 million 
barrels a day to control the mar- 
ket and push prices higher, the Al 
Khaleej daily reported Monday. 

He said in an interview that the 
overall output by the 13-member 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
should larer be boosted to 23 or 
24 million barrels a day. 


weekly published in Cyprus, re- 
ported Monday that several 
OPEC members, including the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Vene- 
zuela, were over-producing by 
several million barrels a day 
under the 1986 ceiling. 

It said the 1EA estimate for 
November production “may well 
be on the low side.” 


OPEC's ministerial council 
meeting in Vienna last month 
increased the daily quota from 
15.06 million barrels daily to 18.5 
million barrels as of Jan. 1. 

That was aimed at curbing run- 
away production by several 
OPEC members in violation of 
the 1986 ceiling that was driving 
prices well below OPECs ben- 
chmark of S18 a barrel. 

The Paris-based International 
Energy Agency (IEA) reported 
earlier this mointh that OPEC's 
overall production last month 
soared to 22.6 million barrels a 
day, 1.3 million baneis a day up 
on October's output, a five-year 
high. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey, a respected oil industry 


Otaiba dismissed as 'premature 
a call for an OPEC summit by 
Venezuelan President-elect Car- 
los Andres Perez, saying: “I don’t 
think such a summit now will be 
able to resolve OPEC problems.” 
. He said in an interview with Al 
Khaleej's managing editor Gas- 
san Tahboug: “OPEC cannot re- 
gain its leadership of a weak, 
unstable world oil market with a 
gradually shrinking share, while 
alternative energy sources are 
continuously replacing oil.” 

“If OPEC is to become strong 
and restore its position, then it 
must return to increasing the pro- 
duction ceiling, but to a reason- 
able limit that would not -over- 
whelm the market nor keep a 
shortage in it,” Otaiba said. 

- Otaiba stressed that OPEC 
must gradually increase its oil 


production ceiling until it readied 
the minimum platform which 
would enable it once more to 
regain leadership of the world oil 
market. 

“OPEC... must raise the ceil- 
ing... at the next meeting,” be 
declared. 

The organisation's next bian- 
nual conference will be in the 
summer, but no date has yet been 
set. 

Asked to what level production 
should be hiked, Otaiba said: 
“According to the market’s situa- 
tion and potential. We may men- 
tion the figure 20 million barrels a 
day. Of course, such an increase 
will come at the expense of the 
prices, therefore there should be 
a balance between prices and 
production.” 

“If OPEC produces between 
23 and 24 million barrels a day, it 
could continue on this level with- 
out an increase for some period, 
until the oil market starts reflect- 
ing better prices, reaching the S18 
price, our current objective, then 
gradually increase it,” Otaiba 
said. 

He said that price-fixing and 
production ceilings should be 
separated, conceding that it was 
free market prices, rather than 


OPECs benchmark, that have 
prevailed for much of the year. 

“Pricing has become the spe- 
cialisation of the oil market and 
OPEC has reached this stage 
after it failed to become the price 
fixer alone,” he said. 

“It could have played that role 
in coordination with non-OPEC 
-oil producers who are currently 
producing 60 per cent of the 
world oil,” he noted. 

But he added: “OPECs power 
is not in a higher price alone, but 
also in influencing the oil mar- 
ket!... that would not be achieved 
unless OPEC member states were 
allowed to increase production 
and OPEC took its share in the 
market... not waiting for other 
producers to attain maximum 
capacities, then having OPEC 
members produce withm the re- 
maining - limi ts.” 

.The production ceilings he 
advocated would enable OPEC 
members to comfortably adhere 
to their quotas “by word and 
action,” Otaiba said. 

The UAE indicated after the 
November Vienna agreement 
that it was dissatisfied with its 
quota of 988,000 barrels a day, 
40,000 barrels more than its 
quota under the 1986 accord. But 


it said it will observe the -new 
ceiling. 

The federation had sought a 
quota of 1.5 million barrels a day 
and had been producing at that 
level for months. 

The IEA estimated that the 
UAE’s November output has 
soared to two million barrels a 
day. 


The UAE, with oil reserves of 
120 billion barrels, second only to 
Saudi Arabia, has the capacity to 
produce four million barrels a 
day, Otaiba said. 

“Is it logical for the UAE to 
produce its oil over 500 years 
while other countries are produc- 
ing theirs over 10, 20 or 30 
years?” he asked. 

Otaiba said there were no dif- 
ferences over 1 prices or produc- 
tion among the six countries of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

The GCC, which groups Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the UAE, will hold its 
annual summit conference! in 
Bahrain next week. 

The Bahrain-based Gulf News 
Agency said the GCC oil minis- 
ters will meet for an extraordin- 
ary session in Riyadh Saturday. 


GCC allows Oman 
to keep some tariffs 


NICOSIA (R) — Gulf Arab fi- 
nance ministers have agreed to 
allow Oman to carry on protect- 
ing key industries by taxing com- 
peting imports, despite a pact 
guaranteeing free trade between 
their states. 

Mohammad Al Alawi, Oma- 
n's representative on a Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
financial committee, was quoted 
as saying Oman could extend its 
tariffe on cement, plastics and 
asbestos, but taxes on -five other 
commodities would be dropped. 

Finance ministers of the GCC, 
which groups Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), met in Bahrain Sunday to 
prepare for a GCC summit. 

Alawi, quoted by the Oman 
News Agency, did not specify 
which tariffs would be dropped. 


but said some goods involved 
“were not produced by Oman 
and others were produced by 
industries which had been able... 
to win markets outside, of 
Oman.” 

Oman imposed a 20 per cent 
duty on .cement imports several 
years ago to protect local industry 
after accusing producers in the 
UAE of dumping their surplus in 
the sultanate. 

In 1983, the GCC states agreed 
to abolish tariffs on each other’s 
products, but exempted on cer- 
tain goods from Oman* 


The Gulf News Agency quoted 
Saudi Finance Minister Moham- 
mad Abal Khail as saying the 
ministers had agreed to extend 
the tariffs on Omani cement, 
plastics and asbestos for two 
years. 
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Saudi budget may cut spending 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
may make further heavy cuts in 
its spending in 1989 as oil re- 
venues drift at their lowest levels 
in 15 years, diplorriats and eco- 
nomists said Monday. 

They predicted the kingdom, 
when it announces its new budget 
at the end of the month, could 
chop as much as Hi per cent out 
of 1988 spending estimated at 


wind down and as maintenance 
work is shifted from Westerners 
to less-expensive Asians. Gov- 
ernment payments might also be 
stretched out. 

The government would con- 
tinue to bridge gap between in- 
come and spending by drawing on 
reserves built up during the oil 
boom and through a bond prog- 
ramme introduced with last year's . 


around 141 billion riyals- ($38— budget. ~ SaiijzZ V* , 
billion). • - “A lot epepids, on bow they . 

THie tightening would follow a ^ project their revenue,” said the 


Arabia would feel free to increase 
its revenue by pushing up its own 
prodnetion. 

“They are best placed if there 
is a free-for-all.” one said. “It 
seems there are moves in Aramco 
(Arabian American Oil Com- 
pany) to insure they could in- 
crease production quickly.” 

Diplomats said that adjusted 
for inflation, the -.kingdom’s oil 


series of sharp and painful cuts 
made every year since 1981, when 
oil revenue reached a peak of 
just over $100 billion. 

“Most pe6ple expect a smaller 
budget — how much, no one is 
sure,” said one Riyadh-based di- 
plomat. 

Despite last month's OPEC 
agreement to cut oil production 
to raise prices, diplomats think oil 
revenue is unlikely to rise sub- 
stantially in 1989 from this year's 
estimated $16 billion, and may 
even fall. 

They said cuts would be 'made 
as the few projects still going on 


diplomat. “I suspect they are 
waiting till the last moment ‘possi- 
ble to see how the price of oil 
responds to the OPEC accords.” 

OPEC ministers meeting in 
Vienna last month agreed to limit 
total production of the 13 mem- 
ber states to 18.5 million barrels 
per day (b/d) with an aim of 
raising prices to $18 a barrel. 

In November, daily OPEC out- 
put ayeraged 22.55 million b/d 
and prices hovered around $14 
per barrel. 

Diplomats said that if OPEC- 
members failed to maintain pro- 
duction at those levels, Saudi 


Moi warns Kenyans 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 


8th Circle - Bayader-Wadi Seer - main street 
opposite the mosque. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171-61 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya faces 
difficult times in the years ahead 
because of its rapid population 
growth. President Daniel Arap 
Moi ' said Monday at celebrations 
to mark the country’s 25th 
anniversary of independence. 

He said Kenya's resources 
would be strained by its rising 
population, one of the fastest 
growing in the world. 

“While this means more hands 
and brains to do the job at hand, 
it also means that we have more 
mouths to feed, more families to 
clothe and more people to find 


jobs and provide for,” he told 
more than 20,000 people at 
Nairobi's Moi International Sta- 
dium. 

Rising imports and low prices 
for coffee and tea, Kenya's main 
exports, were a serious economic 
problem, he said. 

“Our situation is not as bad as 
many other countries but it re- 
mains a matter of great concern,” 
Moi said. 

“Kenya's road ahead will be 
even more difficult than the one 
we have travelled so far,” he 
noted. 


BBME receives high marks 


AMMAN (J-T.) — In a survey 
conducted by the influential 
magazine “Middle East Econo- 
mic Digest," its readers have 
voted the British Bank of the 
Middle East (BBME) the best 
retail bank operating in the Gulf 
region. 

The award was part of the 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more Informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


FOR RENT 


A) Furnished flat In Shmeisani two bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, spacious with central heating, telephohe, 
garage & veranda. 

B) Unfurnished flat in Sweifieh two bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, central heating, telephone, garage, quiet area. 


Enquiries: Tel: 624719 - (9-1) & (4-6) 


magazine’s business travel awards 
for 1988. 

Readers were asked to nomin- 
ate the best retail bank serving 
countries in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), and some 54 per 
cent selected the British Bank of 
the Middle East as their number 
one choice. 

In accepting the award . at a 
special presentation reception in 
Bahrain, John Hill, a director of 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East, noted that next year is the 
bank's centenary, so it could jus- 
tifiably claim to be the most 
experienced bank in the region. 

“We have been in most of the 
GCC states through the good 
times and the not-so^good times, 
which has earned us the reputa- 
tion of being one of the most 
trusted banks in the Gulf," said 
Hill. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


One bedroom, Hving-dining room, kitchen and bath. 
Two bedrooms, Rving-dining room, kitchen and bath. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location - Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 


Land lord - Tel. 641443 - 642351 


FOR SALE 


Beautiful Italian dining room, suite seating eight, colour off 
white as well as white bedroom furniture.’ 


Phone: 601512 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday Dec. 12, 1988 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutsche mark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bqj ■ Scfl Japanese yen (for 100) 382.3 384.2 

470.0 472:0 Dutch guilder 238.7 239.9 

866.1 870.4 Swedish crown 77.8 782 

■269.6 270.9 Italian lint (for 100) 36.5 36,7 

320.0 321.6 Belgian franc (for 10) 128.7 -129.3 

78.9 79J 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.8400/10 
1.2000/10 
1.7370/80 
1.9615/25 
1.4640/50 
36.39/44 
5.9375/425 
■1282/1283 
‘122.80/90 
6.0310/60 
6.4480/530 
6.7000/50 

One ounce of gold 420.80/421.20 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


SYDNEY — The share market dosed lower after an idle day, as 
the market awaited overseas and local economic figures due out 
this week. The All Ordinaries index dropped 2.0 points -to 
1,469.2. 


TOKYO — Share prices slid in dull trade amid worries over the 
worsening condition of Emperor- Hirohito and ahead of U.S. 
trade data Wednesday. The Nikkei index dosed down 121.23 
points* or 0.41 per cent, at 29,672.29. 

HONG KONG — The rumour mill was the most active element in 
a day of dull, quiet trading which saw stocks dose mostly lower 
The Hang Seng index fell 5.42 to 2,665.94. 


SINGAPORE— Share prices dosed lower across the board due to 
lack of fresh incentives and profit-taking. The Straits Times 
industrial index fell 1.06 to 1,001.20, 

BOMBAY — Stockbrokers boycotted trading, demanding more 
time to complete theTjusmess done in the two weeks that ended 
Nov. 24. 


FRANKFURT — Shares eased across the board. Investors were 
unsettled by increasing speculation about a possible rise in 
ttomestic interest rates and by the crop of U.S. economic data due 
this week. The DAX inded fell 8.74- to 1,292 69 


ZURICH — Prices dosed little changed but with a positive 
undertone m fairly qwet trading. The Swiss index rose Tl to 


PARIS — Prices feUback in mostly low-volume morning trading 
after early gams foiled to attract follow-through buyimg. ‘ ■ 


LONDON — Shares were well above their lows of the dav in 
late-afteraoon trading, responding to Wall Street's higher onen- 
mg and further me. At 1543 GMT the FTSE 100 was down A5 at 
1,745.8. 


NEW YORK — Prices gained further in- mid-morning after a 
strong opening, lifted by strength s the bond market and a firm 
dollar. The Dow was op- 14 at 2,157. 



He also said that the new rates 
would not be applicable to loans 
denominated in foreign curren- 
cies. 

Sheikh Salem said that,mterest 
rates on loans for financing con- ’ 
sumption goods will remain at f. 
their old level of six per cent. 




wi 


revenues were now nearly as low 
as they were in 1973. before an 
OPEC oil embargo against the 
West sent prices shooting up by 
over 10 times. 

But since then, the country has 
built up its foreign reserves, 
which despite yearly drawdowns 
are still put at around $80 billion, 
not including soft loans to Iraq to 
help it fight the war. against Iran. • 
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S. Koreaon top in Qatar 


S- 

• ■ , 

- . s . lr. 


.DOHA -£R) — South Korea 
crashed Iras 34} while Syria con- 
verted a second-half penalty to 
beat Bahrain 1-0 in the nint h 
Asian football cup in Qatar 
Sunday. 

Sputh Korea top of group A 
with maximum points and wih 
face the nmnere-np in group B ■ — 
either China or cup-holders Saudi 
Arabia — in Wednesday's semi- 
final.- Iran have also booked a 
semi-final berth arid mil meet the 
group B winners Thursday. 

Syria have the same number of 
points as Saudi Arabia. But the 
Saudis will have to lose by more 
than six goals to China Monday 
for the Syrians to reach the semi- 
finals. 

The Samfi-China dash is thus 
almost certain to determine who 
tops their group and who has to 


Tomba wins 


MADONNA DI CAMPIGLIO, 
Italy (AP) — Alberto Tomba, 
cheered on by a partisan crowd of 
20,000 people, skied to bis first 
victory of the season in a men's 
world cup slalom in this Italian 
resort Sunday. 

The 21 -year-old Italian, an 
Olympic slalom and giant slalom 
champion, clocked the fastest 
times in both heats for an aggre- 
gate winning time, of 1 minute, 
41.19 seconds. 

Marc Giraxdelli of Luxem- 
bourg fought back from a dis- 
appointing 8th in the first heat to 
capture second place in 1:42.10, 
0.91 seconds behind the winner. 

‘ Michael Tritscher of Austria, 
who started from the second 
group in 2Sth place, has a surpris- 
ing third, in 1:42.44. 

Tomba, who had dropped out 
in two previous World Cup races 


play the rampant Koreans. A 
Korean team described as a 
second string of reserve players 
ran rings round Iran Sunday. 

Bytm Byung-Joo opened the 
scoring in the 217th minute after 
Hwang-Seon-Hbng split the de- 
fence with a perfect through ball. 
Two minutes before, the interval 
Hwang netted the rebound after 
the Iranian keeper failed to block 
his powerful drive properly. 

Byun evaded his markers to 
connect with another through ball 
from Hwang and score again in 
the 57th minute. 

A penalty goal from Walid 
AI-Hel was the only momemt of 
note in a Syria-Bahrain game 
played at walking pace. The Sy- 
rians will now be counting the 
cost of missing six easy scoring 
chances when they bad the 
Bahraini net at their mercy. 


sports in brief 1 Leach and Pugh win Masters 


in Val Tborens and Sestriere, 
achieved his 10 th world cup vic- 
tory, his seventh in slalom. 

It was his second consecutive 
triumph in Madonna Di Campig- 
lio, where be had won another 
slalom last year. 

Tomba was timed in 50.14 
seconds down the 59-gate first 
run. He skied through 57 gates in 
51.05 seconds in the second heat. 

Tomba's fans, playing boms 
and trumpets and occasionally 
whistling at his rivals, gave the 
Italian athlete a tremendous push 
as he achieved what be called 
“one of my most important 
wins." 

“I needed this first win to stop 
all the doubts about me. Howev- 
er it was more difficult to walk to 
the interview room than winning 
.the race," added the Italian, who 
was mobbed by his supporters. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


THE NO-ACCOUNT JACK 


North-South vulnerable. North 
dads. 

NORTH 

* Q 

<7 1432 
. ■ 0 A JLQ : 4 

#*Q10« 

WEST - EAST 

4 A K 10 4 3 * S 5 2 
<7 Void <7 A J U » 7 6 

0 9763 0 10 

* J 5 4 3 *9 07 

SOUTH 

* J976 

C IQS 

0 J *5 2 

• *A2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

10 3 7 3 NT Pan 

Pan Pan 
-Opening lead: Four of * 
Sometimes, the location of a key 
card can be crucial. But once in a 
while it will make no difference. 
Wzneu this hand from the recent 
Summer North American Champi- 
onships in Sait Lake City. We have 
interchanged one card between the 
East-West holdings 
East's jump to three hearts posed 
a slight problem for South, since his 
side might have had a 4-4 spade fit. 
After some thought, however, he 
elected to make the sensible bid of 


three no trump, and that became the 
final contract 

West led his fourth-best spade 
and declarer. Joey Silver of Montre- 
al, realized at once that West had to 
be void in hearts. He cashed four 
rounds of diamonds and, when 
'West followed to all, declarer knew 
that his distribution was either 5-0- 
4-4 or 6 0 4 3. 

With only eight fast tricks in 
sight, declarer needed other a 
fourth trick in dubs or an endpby 
for his fulfilling trick. Since East 
could not be allowed to gain the 
lead, declarer bad to hope that 
West's dob holding included the 
jack if he held only three cards in die 
suit. If West started with four clubs, 
it might seem that the percentage 
play would be to finesse him for the 
jade, but Silver realized that, if that 
were the case, the location of the 
jack was unimportant. 

Declarer cashed three rounds of 
dubs, discarding hearts from hand 
wfafie hoping the jack would drop. 
When that card did not appear, 
South exited with the table's re- 
maining dub, pitching his penuhi- 
mate heart. Fortunately, West was 
forced to win this trick, and be had 
to concede the fulfilling trick to de- 
clarer’s jack of spades. 


1 ironed my own shirt and she 
went into shock!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Unscramble these tourJumbtoa, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 



Now arrange the drded tetters to 
form die surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


AlBRBC 



U AE champ wins world bowls title 

GUADALAJARA (AP) — Mohammed Khalifa of the United 
Arab Emirates defeated Ian Bradford of Australia 246-197 to win 
the 34th AMF Bowling World Cup Sunday. Khalifa had four 
consecutive strikes early in the game, then wrapped up the victory 
by striking out from the ninth frame. In the opening match of the 
stepladder finale, South Korea’s Chung-Hee Yoo edged Salem 
Moosuri of Qatar 200-198. Bradford then eliminated Yoo 277-257 
in the highest scoring match in World Cup history before he 
ousted Venezuela ’s Pedro Carreyo 172-167. That set the scene for 
the final match, which enabled Khalifa to become the first bowler 
from the Gulf to win a major tenpin crown. Khalifa entered the 
stepladder finale as the no. 1 seed. 

Sweden wins ski relay race 

RAMSAU (AP) — Sweden's first team narrowly defeated 
Norway by a second to win the first 4x10 kilometre conventional 
relay race of the season in the Nordic skiing World Cup Sunday. 
Anchored by Olympic champion Gunde .Svan and Torgny 
Mogren, who won Saturday's 15 kilometre cross-country free- 
skating event, Sweden finished in 2 hours 12 minutes and 36.5 
seconds. Italian top skiers unexpectedly got lower spots in 
Saturday's 15-kilometre free-skating event, with Olympic winner 
Marco Albarello in 27tb position and world champion Maurilio 
De Zolt in a disappointing 33rd slot. 

Navratilova wins kiss-100 

HAVERFORD (AP) — Martina Navratilova relied on a strong 
serve and precision grounds trokes to wear down Betsy Nagelsen 
in straight sets Sunday and capture her second straight kiss-100 
tennis invitation championship. Navratilova’s 6-2, 6-3 victory 
earned her £20,000, while Nagelsen received $10,000. “I hit the 
ball pretty well and served well once I started concentrating,” said 
Navratilova. 

Suhonen wins Formula One race 

KUA LA LUMPUR (AP) — Finland’s Jari Suhonen won the 
Formula One motorcycle race on the final day Sunday of the 
two-day Johor international circuit The five-time Finnish cham- 
pion, riding a Yamaha FZR-750. finished 20 laps over the 
3.1-kilometre (1.92-mile) Johore circuit in 26 minutes and 46.1 
seconds, the national news agency Bernama reported. Japan’s 
Sho Noguchi finished second riding a Yamaha FZR-750 in 
26:47,4, while West German Michael Galinski, on a Yamaha 
FZ-750, was third in 26:50.7. 

Givens hurt by greed accusations 

NEW YORK (R) — Robin Givens, estranged wife of world 
heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson, is afraid to return to j 
New York because of what his friends might do to her, the actress I 
said in an interview published Sunday. "That's why I can’t go 
back to New York,” she told People magazine in an interview 
from her California home. It’s dangerous. Mike's friends from 
Brooklyn would tear me limb from limb because I ‘bothered’ the 
champ.” Givens, who said she has bodyguard staying at her 
Hollywood home, insists she does not want Tyson's money 
despite the $125 milli on libel suit pending against the champion. 
“I have no interest in the money. None. It will all go to charity,” 
she said. “The accusations about greed have hurt me.” 
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SSSS HOROSCOPE 


WILY nw*\W**.**r *rn 

—As Charted By The Carroll Rigtiter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Loyalty and the expectation of 
loyalty in retain highlight the day. 
Relationships are on an unstable 
emotional pattern. Dragging out 
dirty linen from the past is not 
recommended or encouraged. 

ABIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 You 
take a fancy to someone but 
withdraw for the time begin. It is 
the staff. however, that dreams are 
made oL Intuition plays a part 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 May 20) 
This day may move in directions 
away from what is planned. Double- 
check cm organization and effici- 
ency winch may need reevalnstion. 

GSEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) Put 
forth greeter dependability for a 
better position. Smoother work pro- 
cedures are needed for the future 
gains yoo expect to make. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JaL 211 Security is important but 
can be a nightmare if it centers on 
jealousy and suspicion. Stop worry- 
ing over matters rooted in gossip. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 23j Your 
generosity can win over someone 
who is upeet. Yoo connect with a 
social companion. Don’t worry over 
your position or your career. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Analyze yoar desires, and fold oat 


where you want to go with in- 
timacy. You may fed alone in a 
crowd today. Contact a close friend. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Work 
matters run smoothly, but you find 
it c bffi cnl t to understand someone 
who Is tricky. Leave your disap- 
pointment outside your home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
You have many hidden assets from 
which you can draw strength. Face 
delays cahnly, and approach impor- 
tant relationships lovingly. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec: 
21) Someone who upset tbs apple 
cart last week may be at it again. 
Stay dear, and let the positive 
forces of bite handle this one. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Call on a partner’s vision to dear np 
a financial question. Sedation can 
also help to sort things out. 
Organize and prioritize clearly. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Don't drop everything and run even 
though the excitement is tempting. 
Keep to schedules that are already 
crowded, and finish the basics. 

PISCES (Feh. 20 to Mar. 20) Your 
career proceeds on course. Look to 
the future through a personal con- 
tact that may have deep meaning 
for you. Daydreams are vivid. 

If Yoar Child la Born Today 


Yesterday’s 


* (A nswer s tomorow) 

Jtanbtac CEASE FLOUR 1 RARELY . , 

A ns wer The cum ihat usually sets things straight— 


THE Daily Crossword ■>, 


Craig Schultz 


1 Curtail 
S Pacific saa 
8 Atlantic *g. 

14 Ripening 
factor 

15 Between a 
walk and a 
ran 

16 Stallone role 

17 Teacher 

18 Welcome 

20 Tima — again 

21 Short time 

22 Animal pan 

23 Body duet 

24 Bright star 

25 Fbotlfte part 

26 /foeuraey in 


30 Liquid drop 
82 Family 
wnMaoi 

34 IKnaral 

35 Slurp 
38 Table scrap 

37 

88 Taranto 
■hot 
40 TiH 

42 Pain 

43 FtUa with 


aaaa 

\JUUU 


©1900 Trttwrw MaWa Sorrtaas, Ina. 
Ai nflha RuMwd 


45 Edgar - 
Masters 
40 Slanting 

47 Btwt 

48 Braw 

51 Frighten* 

54 Taopts 

56 Cuanon 

57 Crime 

50 Flower spike 

00 Before: praf. 

01 Indian 

02 Soda! 

63 Banina 

64 HIM dwaflara 

DOWN 

1 Fathers 

2 Mowing trace 
8 Shuar Helen 

4 CUED word 

5 Loaf a p er t ur e s 

8 bwhH I— « 


7 Gahrig 

8 Indian 

.8 End of 1BD 

10 Worldly 

11 Big bird: war. 

12 AM 

13 Fix fo the 
rabid 

10 Patrick Henry 
words 
21 Way of 


25 Excavation 
28 Bifurcations 

27 Snu ll 
degree 

28 Trampled 
20 Cra rings 
30 Afr. land 
an Image 

32 (Hat* 

33 — down 

(muted) - 
38 UxMum 
41 Metric 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


n nn nnmn nnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnannnnnnn 
nnnnrcn nnnnrjn 
nnnnn dodo nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
□nation anna □□□ 
□nnnnnrarani 
non naan annnfin 
nnnnn onnn nnnn 
□non nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn rannnnn 
nnnannaannn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 


44 Praeunor 

46 Spears 

47 A Ford 

48 Future oak 
48 On the up 

and up 

50 Curtaa 

51 Rebuff 


52 Unconscious 
State 

53 Affirm 
perittoriy 

55 Plan of actio 

57 Strife 

58 Literary 
collection 


Deadly 

combinations... 

LONDON (AP) — How do 
low-ranked singles tennis pros 
turn into doubles world-bea- 
ters? 

Teamwork and friendship 
are two vital ingredients, says 
American Rick Leach. 

Leach is ranked 235th in the 
world on the singles computer 
and hardly strikes fear into the 
hearts and minds of opponents. 
But when it comes to the dou- 
bles court, he and compatriot 
Jim Pugh are number one. 

“We match really well 
together,” said Leach as he and 
Pugh took a wen-earned rest 
after their victory in the Nabis- 
co Masters Doubles Cham- 
pionship “Jim is very strong 
mentally, said Leach. Many 
times we’ve polled out dose 
matches because of his mental 
stability.” 

As friends, they go back a 
long way, playing in local 
I under-12 tournaments in 
Southern California. 

When they teamed np as pros 
last year, they won six straight 
satellite tournaments, then 
triumphed in one of their first 
Grand Prix events at Scott- 
sdale, Arizona. 


LONDON (AP) — Rick Leach and Jim Pugh of the 
United States capped a memorable first season as 
full-time partners by winning the Nabisco Masters 
doubles title Sunday with a 6-4, 6-3, 2-6, 6-0 victory 
over Spaniards Sergio Casal and Emilio Sanchez. 


The two Americans, friends 
and rivals as teen-agers and col- 
lege amateurs, shared a $72,000 
top prize — the biggest paycheck 
of their careers — and were 
crowned “Kings of Men’s Dou- 
bles” at London’s Royal Albert 
Hall. 

Playing undeT glaring lights at 
the indoor Victorian arena, 
Leach and Pugh overpowered 
their opponents with blazing 
serves and angled volleys just out 
of the Spaniards' reach. 

“I can’t believe it,” Leach said. 
“What a turnaround from the 
first match. I never expected 
this.” 

The Americans, who finished 
the season leading the Nabisco 
doubles points standings, were 
thrashed in straight sets in their 
opening match in the round robin 
portion of the draw. 

But they won their next two 
matches to make the semifinals 
and then routed Todd Witzken 
and Jorge Lozano 7-6, 6-1. 6-2. 

“We talked about what he had 
done wrong in that first match” 
Leach said. “Then we got better 
and better. Yesterday, I thought 
we had played our best but today 


we were even better.” 

The Americans grabbed a ser- 
vice break in the first set, two 
more in the second, then swept 
aside Casal and Sanchez after the 
Spaniards came out fighting in 
the third set and narrowed the 
deficit. 

In the first five games of the 
fourth set, Leach and Pugh con- 
ceded ouly five points, helped by 
a stream of volleying errors from 
their opponents. 

Sanchez, warned for racket 
abuse at the end of the secoud 
set, was particularly vulnerable. 
He took too many flamboyant 
risks at vital moments and was 
punished for his mistakes. 

Fighting for their pride, Casal 
and Sanchez saved four match 
points when Casal served to save 
the match. But they could do 
nothing about Pugh’s sharp volley 
down the middle of the court that 
split the Spanish team and clin- 
ched victory. 

“It was good to get on top of 
them iu the fourth set. Otherwise 
they could have been really 
dangerous,” Leach said. 


... but lowly 
conditions 

“We knew then wo had 
something special,” Leach 
said. Of the Masters Doubles, 
he said “Average dub players 
mostly play doubles and can 
Identify with *hk tournament, 
I’d Uke to see the event move 
even closer to the singles In 
terms of impact.” 

Ken Fiach and Robert Segu- 
so say they are tired erf being 
treated as the second-class 
citizens of professional tennis. 

The two U.S. players, who 
have won three Grand Stem 
tour nament titles in as many 
years pins an Olympic gold 
medal, have had as much suc- 
cess as almost any player on the 
tour. 

Trouble is, they’re doubles 
specialists, and (hat means less 
money, less recognition. 

Minimum prize money here 
is $5,000, a sum Fiach said 
would prevent some players 
from breaking even, after 
taxes. 

“Yet the prize money for 
singles continues to escalate. 
It’s just uot fair on the doubles 
players, ’• he said. 


Jets take the Colts 34-16 


EAST RUTHERFORD (AP) — 
They are called special teams. 
When they are special, as they 
have been this season for the New 
York Jets, they can make quite a 
difference. 

The Jets are 7-7-1 and not 
headed for the playoffs. No one 
can blame their kick return and 
coverage teams, which have been 
among the best in the NFL. 

That was evident again Satur- 
day when New York beat Indi- 
anapolis 34-16, pushing the Colts 
to the Verge of wild-card elimina- 
tion. Jojo Townsell returned a 
punt 59 yards for a first-quarter 
touchdown and had 74 yards 
overall. He also had 77 yards on 
three kickoff rollbacks. 

“It’s all about being a team.” 
Townsell said of his role on kick 
squads. “This is my primary role 
on this dub and all you can ask 
for, whether it’s as a wide receiv- 
er catching the ball or returning 
kicks, is to get your hands on the 
ball and contribute.” 

Townsell contributed the sixth 
kick return for a score by New 
York in a nationally televised 
game since Larry Pasquale began 
coaching thd special teams eight 
years ago. 

“We take great pride in what 
we do,” Pasquale said. “We put a 
lot of emphasis on special teams 
and take them very seriously. 

“The impact of Jojo’s punt 
return was phenomenal. It got us 
going and showed we had come 
to play ” 

The Jets also excelled on kick 
coverage, as Colts coach Ron 
Meyer noticed. 

“Our kicking game, which has 
been very good to us all year, had 


major breakdowns,” he said. 
“That’s to the Jets’ credit." 

AJ Toon, the league's top re- 
ceiver with 89 receptions for 
1,011 yards, caught seven passes 
for 103 yards. Freeman McNeil 
rushed for 100 yards. 

But it was the play of the 
specialists that had the jets 
beaming. 

“We've had the leading punt 
coverage team in the NFL for 
three years,” Pasquale said. “I 
know that seems like a no-name 
stat. but it shows we’re doing the 
job better than anyone else.” 
“When we go on the field, we 
expect to excel.” 

While the Jets’ special teams 
excelled-, so did the defense that 
was penetrated for 72 points the 
previous two games. The Jets had 
five sacks and three intercep- 
tions, two by Toolrie James Hasty. 

“We know James has the abil- 
ity,” secondary coach Mike Faul- 
kiner said of Hasty, who was 
benched for his poor play in a 
38-34 loss at Kansas City the 
week before the win over the 
Colts. 

“But we knew if he gets beat 
early, his confidence level can 
sink and be would be in trouble. 
“He took the challenge.” 
Hasty saw the victory. New 
York’s first in December since 
1985, as a 45-man performance. 

“I think this was a big game for 
our defense, for our entire 
team,” he said. “The intercep- 
tions don’t mean anything more 
than I was doing my job and I was 
where I was supposed to be.” 
The Colts probably felt they 
were supposed to be in the play- 
offs after winning the AFC East 


last year. But their effort Satur- 
day didn’t look like one that gets 
teams into the Super Bowl pa- 
rade. 

“It was a bad day,” said Eric 
Dickerson, the NFL’s leading 
rusher who was held to a season- 
low 42 yards. It was the fifth time 
in six weeks Dickerson failed to 
get 100 yards, but he did catch a 
50-yard touchdown pass, his first 
TD reception in five years. 

“We were making too many 
mistakes on offense. We weren't 
executing or picking up the right 
man.” 

“We just don’t deserve to be in 
the playoffs with the way we 
played today. If we did (get in), 
we would have been beat in the 
first round.” 

Bears 13, Lions 12 
Chicago made next week’s visit 
to Minneapolis meaningless as far 
as the division title is concerned. 
Trailing 12-10, the Bears mar- 
ched from their 30-yard line to 
deep in Detroit territory behind 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh and 
then Butler booted a field goal. 
Packers 18, Vikings 6 
A Minnesota victory would 
have made next Monday night's 
home game with the Bears the 
decider for the division crown 
and for best record in the NFC. 
Instead, the Vikings lost for the 
second time this season to the 
Packers, who have won just three 
games, tied for the worst record 
m the league. 

Oilers 41, Bengals 6 
Houston, 10-5, stayed alive in 
convincing style for the AFC 
Central crown — the Oilers can 
win h tty beating Cleveland next 
week if Cincinnati loses to 


Washington. Mike Rozier scored 
three touchdowns and had 126 
yards on the ground, giving him 
1,083 yards, his first 1,000-yard 
season. 

Bills 37, Raiders 21 
Buffalo broke a two-game slide, 
while Los Angeles, despite falling 
to 7-8, remained in contention for 
the AFC West title, Robb Rid- 
dick scored two touchdowns on 
short runs for the bills, who 
gained 255 yards on the ground. 
49ers 30, Saints 17 
The 49ers, 10-5, will win the 
division with a victory over the 
Rams next Sunday night after Joe 
Montana ran for one touchdown 
and threw 68 yards to John 
Taylor for another score. 

Rams 22, Falcons 7 
Los Angeles, 9-6 and tied for 
second with New Cfrleans in the 
NFC West, would win the divi- 
sion title next Sunday night with a 
victory over the 49ers at San 
Francisco, coupled with an Atlan- 
ta win over New Orleans. The 
Rams also are alive for a wild 
card. Jim EVerett threw for 303 
yards and one touchdown, com- 

g eting 24 of 33 passes, 
iants 28, duefr 12 
Phil Simms and Mark Bavaro 
combined for a pair of touch- 
downs as New York moved to 
10-5. The Giants will dutch the 
NFC East title by beating the Jets 
next Sunday. 

Patriots 10, Buccaneers 7 
New England became the last 
NFL team to win an overtime 
game when Jason Staurovsky 
kicked a 27-yard field goal 3:08 
into tire extra period. The Pat- 
riots, 9-6, were 0-10 in overtime. 
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Shutto wins confidence vote; 
Ishaq Khan elected president 


Disputes flare on eve 
of Angola accord 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto surmounted her first major 
parliamentary hurdle Monday, winning a vote of 
confidence by a substantial margin. 


The vote was held as acting 
head of state Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan, the man who helped bring 
Bhutto to power, was formally 
declared president after winning 
a huge majority in the presiden- 
tial electoral college. 

Bhutto, who took office Dec. 1 
as the first woman prime minister 
of a Muslim country, won the man- 
datory confidence motion by 148 
votes to 55 in the 237-seat Nation- 
al Assembly. 

Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Par- 
ty (PPP) won 93 of the 205 
National Assembly seats at stake 
in the lower house in the Nov. 16 
elections against 55 for its main 
rival, the Islamic Democratic 


Alliance (EDA). 

Her party later won most of the 
20 seats reserved for women 
chosen by directly elected de- 
puties and also secured the back- 
ing of small parties and indepen- 
dents. 

The constitution required her 
to test her ability to form a 
government by submitting to a 
confidence vote within 60 days of 
Ishaq Khan naming her prime 
minister. 

But she was so sure of winning 
a majority she chose to have the 
vote early, parliamentary sources 
said. 

Ishaq Khan, 73, won 233 of the 
299 votes cast in parliament in 


Islamabad against 39 for main 
rival Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, 
a veteran politician. 

Ishaq Khan took over as acting 
president on Zia's death in his 
capacity as chairman of the Sen- 
ate (upper house). He must va- 
cate that position by the time he 
takes the presidential oath 
Tuesday. 

His election means that neither 
the president nor the prime 
minister is from Pakistan's most 
populous province of Punjab. 
Bhutto is from Sind, the second 
biggest province, and Ishaq Khan 
from the North-West Frontier 
Province. 

In the past, when the prime 
minister was been from Sind, the 
president has usually been a Pun- 
jabi. 

Constitutional amendments 
under Zia have given the presi-' 
dent vast powers. He can nomin- 


ate the prime minister, dissolve 
the National Assembly and 
appoint armed forces chiefs. 

On most other matters, the 
president must act on prime min- 
isterial advice. 

Bhutto says she will try to 
remove these amendments. 

Ishaq Khan has been credited 
across Pakistan's political spec- 
trum with guiding the country 
back to democracy after 11 years 
of autocratic rule, eight of them 
under martial law, by Zia. 

Zia died Aug. 17 in a plane 
crash, whose cause has not been 
determined. 

As senate chairman, the pres- 
idency passed to Ishaq Khan, a 
venerable technocrat and consti- 
tutional scholar with nearly 40 
years' experience in senior admi- 
nistrative posts, six of them as 
minis ter of finance and coxn- 


Gbufam Ishaq Klmn 


35 kitted in triple train collision in London 


LONDON (Agencies) — Three 
tr ains collided during Monday 
morning rush hour in south 
London, and conflicting official 
reports put the death toll as 
high as S3. 

The British Transport Police, 
a law enforcement unit control- 
led by state-owned British Rail, 
said the figure of 53 came from 
its staff on the scene. The Lon- 
don ambulance service said 30 
people died and 114 were hospi- 
talised. 

Ambulance spokesman Chris 
Webb said 30 of the injured 
were in serious condition, mid 
at least 10 were still trapped in 
the twisted wreckage four hours 
after the crash occurred near 
bnsy Ckapham junction just be- 
fore 8 a.m. (0800 GMT). 

“There could be many more 
trapped in other cars. We don’t 
know. We can't get to them 
yet," Webb said. 

Transport Police spokesman 
Jim Rowe said at the scene that 
some 1,500 people were aboard 
the trains. 

Prime Minister Margaret 


Thatcher came oat of a meeting 
in her cabinet room and told 
reporters she was “ grief- 

stricken.” 

“It brings home to ns very 
much that families have lost 
some of their dearest people... 
it is even more poignant just 
coining up to Christmas,” she 
said. 

Thatcher promised an in- 
quiry* 

Rescue workers were using 
metal cotters to pry open rail 
cars strewn across the tracks. 
Emergency surgery was being 
performed on the scene. 

Rowe said a crowded passen- 
ger train traveflmg at 66 to 80 
kflometres per hoar slammed 
into the back of a stationary 
commuter train near Clapham 
junction. 

An empty freight train 
travelling in the opposite direc- 
tion then slammed into the 
wreckage, Rowe said. 

“We were going pretty fast, 
about 70 miles (112 kilometres) 
an hoar,” said Gred Ford, 28, 


who was on the passenger train. 
“It went ’bang' and that was it. 
We were all over the place.” 

Roy Daniel, 37, was in the 
buffet car when “the train 
started stopping and we started 
falling on fop of each other. We 
came to a stop and the (buffet) 
counter was sort of lodged on 
top of os. That saved ns.” 

About 2,200 trains pass 
through Clapham junction dai- 
ly, it one of the world’s 

busiest. 

Pofice said qukk thinking by 
a driver prevented a fourth 
train from hitting the 
wreckage. 

“It's horrendous. The first 
two c a rri a ges seem to have con- 
certinaed together," a rescue 
worker said. 

One survivor, s urveyin g the 
first mangled carriages, told 
reporters: “The whole of the 
buffet (dining) car disinte- 
grated. The roof split open like 
a ripe tomato and that's how we 
got out.” 

“We tried to find people 


underneath the rubble but 
there was so much debris there 
was nothing we could do,” he 
said. 

British Rail said the 

crash Mocked four fines car- 
rying long-distance and com- 
muter traffic into London. All 
traffic was expected to be halted 
for more than 24 hours. 

“What we are looking at b a 
very serious disaster,” Junior 
Transport Minister Michael 
Portillo said as be inspected the 
remains of the throe trains 
crushed together across the 
trade. 

Emmaiwi#! high school near 
the scene of the crash was trans- 
formed into a mnlfrehffl ptmie. 
Boys from the school scrambled 
down the banks to help rescue 
survivors. 

Elderly people at a nearby 
day centre handed out tea to 
survivors. 

Alec Jackson, a school offi- 
cial, said: “I was in my office 
here 100 metres from the line. 
There was just an enormous 


explosion, like a bomb, and 
then smoke, thick, black smog, 
then absolute mayhem.” 

He said scores of passengers 
arrived at the school bleeding, 
d aveH and mb w ig ****>■ 

Monday's was the third se- 
rious rafl accident to a month in 
Britain and the worst since 
1975, when 43 died and 74 were 
injured in a London crash. 

On Nov. 30, 15 passengers 
were injured and 300 escaped 
when two express trains col- 
lided outside the Newcastfe- 
Upon-Tyne rail station in 
northeast England 

A train driver was killed and 
18 passengers badly hurt when 
a commuter train plowed into a 
bridge after jumping the tracks 
near St. Helens to northwest 
England Nov. 12. 

London's wont railway acci- 
dent was to October 1952, when 
112 passengers died an d 340 
were hurt after throe tr ain* 
crashed at Harrow and Weald- 
stone station in northwest 
Loudon. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Angola and South Africa have 
traded fresh charges prior to 
Tuesday’s scheduled signing of a 
protocol designed to hasten peace 
in the region. 

The latest dispute centres on 
accusations by the Angolan 
ambassador to Zambia, pus 
Neto Kiambata, that Pretoria is 
reinforcing UNITA anti-govern- 
ment rebels in Angola. 

Kiambata said at the weekend 
that 150 new ambulances and 
columns of South African tanks 
were seen moving north through 
Namibia towards southeast 
Angola where the main UNITA 
forces are based. 

A South African military 
spokesman denied the charge and 
said the riaim of a build-up was 
ridiculous and a poor attempt at 
disinformation. 

South African state-run radio 
said Monday that the signing of 
the protocol would go ahead 
when Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
flies to the Congolese capital of 
Brazzaville Tuesday. 

As a tribute to Congo's contribu- 
tion in seven months of intricate 
U.S .-mediated talks between 
South Africa and Cuba, the 
document to be signed , is called 
the Brazzaville Protocol, Pretoria 
officials said. 

The protocol will cover an 


agreed timetable for the with- 
drawal of an estimated 50,000 


foe Angolan government fight 
UNITA — foe National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola. - 

South Africa has demanded the 
Cuban withdrawal as a condition 
for granting independence to 
Namibia; the huge desert terri- 
tory on Africa's Atlantic coast 
which Pretoria rules in defiance 
of U.N. resolutions. 

Hie last round of Brazzaville 
talks ended abruptly when the 
South Africans left, citing prob- 
lems over bow to verify the 
Cuban withdrawal over a 27- 
month period. 

The problems appear to have 
been resolved but uncertainty 
over when the protocol win be 
signed are continuing until the 
last min ute. 

Smith African officials were 
saying last week tbey were 90 per 
cent certain tbe ceremony 'would 
be Monday. Other sources have 
said it will be Wednesday. 

The protocol is not tbe last step 
in tbe bid to bring peace to 
sonthwestern Africa. More 
agreements are due, including the 
date to start gran ting independ- 
ence to Namibia under U.N. su- 
pervision. 


Mexico fireworks 
blast claims 63 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Chain foe firet explosion occurred. But 
reaction explosions at illegal fire- all said that after the first blast. 
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Police outsmart TWA hijacker 


MIAMI (AP) — A TWA flight 
from Puerto Rico to Miami with 
128 people on board was diverted 
to Grand Turk island Sunday 
after a Cuban exile told the crew 
be had a bomb and wanted to go 
to Havana, officials said. 

The man was arrested soon 
after the plane landed when 
police on Grand Turk fooled him 
into thinking he was in Cuba, 
according to Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) spokesman 
Paul Miller. No one was injured, 
and the man was found to have 
no bomb, he said. 

Jack Barker, a spokesman for 
the U.S. Federal Aviation Admi- 
nistration, said the incident 
occurred on TWA Flight 469, a 
Boeing 727 flying from San Juan 
to Miami with 121 passengers and 
a crew of seven. 

Barker said the flight was di- 
verted to Grand Turk, a British 
colony in the Turks and Caicos 
islands southeast of tbe Bahamas. 
It landed at 12:11 p.m. (1711 
GMT), and by 1:25 p.m. (1825 
GMT) local authorities had the 


hijacker in custody. Barker said. 

TWA officials in New York 
said in a statement that everyone 
on board the plane was fine. The 
flight finally arrived in Miami 
Sunday evening. 

The alleged hijacker was iden- 
tified as Felix Sanchez Rodri- 
guez, a 26-year-old Cuban exile 
who left Cuba as part of the 1980 
Marie! boatlift, said TWA offi- 
cial, Robert Blattner, at the air- 
line's headquarters in St. Louis. 

“He was distraught because his 
mother, who lives in Cuba, was in 
poor health,” Blattner said. 

After the man claimed he had a 
bomb, the pilot obtained permis- 
sion to land on Grand Turk is- 
.land, where police used a Span- 
ish-speaking person to convince 
the man that he was to Havana, 
said Miller of the FBI 

The suspect was being held in 
Grand Turk pending extradition 
proceedings Monday for possible 
air piracy charges, said Larry 
Torrence of the FBI's Miami 
office. 

Passengers arriving in Miami 


said foe man never threatened 
them and seemed anxious not to 
alarm anyone. 

It was tbe first hijacking of a 
domestic U.S. flight since May 3, 
1986, when a man hijacked a 
Horizon Air commuter jet with 
11 other passengers and two 
crewmembers. The hijacker was 
aiTested without reaching his des- 
tination to the United States. 

Hijackings to Cuba were com- 
mon to tbe late 1960s and early 
70s, prompting the security mea- 
sures now commonplace at air- 
ports. The only previous hijack- 
ing involving a U.S. commercial 
flight this year occurred to Octo- 
ber, when three soldiers in Haiti 
stormed aboard an American 
Airlines jetliner bound for New 
York during a period of political 
turmoil to their country. 

On May 25, a flight mechanic 
without a plot's licence stole a 
private jet in Virginia and took it 
on a 2,500-kilometre ride to De- 
nver, where he shot himself as 
authorities dosed in. 


Colonial days waning but 
Hong Kong keeps caning 


By Dan Biers 

The Associated Press 

HONG KONG — In the waning days of British 
colonial rule, Hong Kong's government is mulling 
whether to abolish the criminal punishment of 
flogging that critics claim is a cruel remnant from a 
bygone era. 

“We believe it is cruel and inhumane and 
degrading,” said Andrew' Stables, chairman of the 
local Amnesty International branch that has asked 
the government to end flogging, also known as 
caning. 

Flogging was a common form of criminal 
punishment during the heyday of the British 
empire but since has been largely rejected by the 
West. It was abolished in Britain 40 years ago. 

Hong Kong authorities, however, continue to 
use the rod, although more sparingly than in the 
past. 

In 1952, there were 476 offenders, mostly 
juveniles, sentenced to flogging in the colony. The 
number fell to 20 by 1979 and only one criminal 
was whipped last year. 

During the first 10 months of 198S, seven 
people were flogged: four teen-agers for robbery, 
two teen-agers for indecent assault and a 27-year- 
old man for possessing an offensive weapon in 
public. Other crimes that can carry a sentence of 
caning include rape of a woman younger than 16 
and piracy. 

Under the corporal punishment statute, only 
men can be flogged and “foe instrument used shall 
be a light cane or rattan of a type approved by the 
governor." Tbe maximum number of strokes that 
can be applied are 18 for offenders aged 17 or 
older to six for offenders under 14 years. 

The sentence is carried out by a correctional 
services department staff member in the presence, 
of a doctor, who examines the offender to make 
sure he can take the punishment. The prisoner 
leans forward across a padded bar with his arms 
secured and his loins covered by a canvas cloth as 


his bare buttocks are lashed. 

Caning typically is administered in a prison 
room out of sight of other inmates. The public is 
not allowed to attend. 

One magistrate who spoke on condition of 
anonymity recalled viewing black-and-white 
photographs of an offender who had received six 
strokes. 

“The wounds that 1 saw were quite consider- 
able. The skin was open and apparently to some... 
depth,” foe magistrate said. “I can remember 
being fairly horrified by (the pictures)." 

Critics of caning argue the punishment is not 
only barbaric but ineffective. 

Nihal Jayawickrama, a senior law lecturer at the 
University of Hong Kong, says researchers have 
found “that people on whom (flogging) is imposed 
continue to have a very deep-rooted grievance 
against the community for the humiliation they 
have bad to undergo.” 

One section of foe law that has come under 
particularly harsh criticism sets foe minimum 
sentence for a conviction of possession of an 
offensive weapon in a public place as caning or at 
least six months to detention. 

Magistrates often give a sentence of flogging to 
prevent offenders from languishing in custody. 
Eighty per cent of callings since 19/9 have been 
for weapons possession convictions. 

Although an official committee set up in 1965 to 
examine corporal punishment recommended that 
caning be abolished, foe practice is approved by 
many of Hong Kong’s 5.7 million people. 

The committee report said most people who 
expressed an opinion to foe government on 
corporal punishment supported its retention, 
largely as a deterrent to increasing violence 
attributed to “ab feis,” or local bully boys. 

A public opinion poll appearing in foe South 
China Morning Post newspaper in 1986 found 56 
per cent of foe people surveyed believed corporal 
punishment should be retained. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


North Korean premier resigns 

TOKYO (R) — North Korean Premier U Gun-Mo has resigned 
due to health reasons, the official North Kprean News Agency 
reported Monday. The agency, monitored nere, quoted a com- 
munique from foe central committee of foe ruling Workers’ Party 
saying politburo member Yon Hyong-Muk had been appointed to 
succeed him. Li, who became premier in December 1986. had 
requested to be relieved of his post “since he found it difficult to 
cany on economic organisation and external activities for health 
reason^.” the agency said. 

Hawke seeks end to row with Belgrade 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Prime Minister Bob Hawke Monday 
criticised Yugoslavia for its retaliatory expulsion of three Austra- 
lian diplomats but said he hoped foe action would end a dispute 
between the two countries. The diplomats from the Australian 
consulate in Belgrade were heading home Monday after being 
thrown out because Australia dosed foe Yugoslav consulate to 
Sydney after a shooting incident there. Hawke said Australia 
would not retaliate against what be called Yugoslavia’s “unjusti- 
fied” expulsions. “I would like to see an end to the matter,” he 
said, speaking at the opening of a new child care centre. “What we 
want to see is a decent relationship because in foe end decent, 
diplomatic relationships are about looking after people.” 

Warrant out for espionage suspects 

BERLIN (AP) — West Berlin justice officials said Sunday that an 
an-est warrant had been issued for a 47-yearold businessman 
suspected of being involved in a spy ring that delivered military 
secrets to the Soviets. Detiev Acbammer, a spokesman for the 
West Berlin Justice Department, confirmed that “three people are 
being investigated on suspicion of espionage.” He declined to 
elaborate on details of tbe case and refused to identify the suspects. 
An arrest warrant for a second suspect was issed Thursday, 
Acbammer said. A spokesman for foe federal prosecutor’s office in 
Karlsruhe said Friday that a man was detained and questioned in 
Munich in connection with the investigation. Spokesman Hans- 
Juergen Foerster said foe man was released because of lack of 
evidence. 

3 policemen wounded in Soweto ambush 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Three black policemen riding to a van 
in Soweto were ambushed and wounded by automatic rifle Are, 
police said Monday. One of the victims, a sergeant, was wounded 
in the head and chest and was listed in serious condition at 
Baragwanath hospital in the black township near Johannesburg, 
police said. A Soweto police spokesman said detectives were 
investigating whether the attack Saturday night was carried out by 
criminals or anti-government guerrillas fighting the apartheid 
system of racial segregation. Many previous attacks on black 
policemen have been blamed on the African National Congress 
movement. But police said criminal gangs in black townships also 
had access to weapons such as the AK-47 rifle used in Saturday’s 
ambush. 

Ariane satellites working smoothly 

KOUROU, French Guiana (R) — Two West European telecom- 
munications satellites launched by foe Ariane-4 rocket were 
working smoothly Monday, launch officials said. The rocket took 
off from the European Space Agency’s jungle launch pad Saturday 
after a 24-hour technical delay. Jean-Mi chei Desobeau, flight 
payload manager, said the privately owned Astra television 
satellite and Britain’s Skynet 4B military probe were in a transfer 
orbit and were expected to take up fixed positions in space later 
this week. The satellites, worth a total of about $100 million, will 
begin operation in about a month's time after a series of complex 
manoeuvres. The Skynet satellite is the first of three aimed at 
improving communication links between British military bases and 
its ships, submarines, planes and other mobile forces. The Astra 
satellite, foe first from Western Europe to be privately funded, will 
be able to beam television channels to small reception dishes in 
European homes. Ten of its 16 channels have already been 
launched by television programmers. 


raced Sunday through a street 
market packed with people shop- 
ping for a religious holiday, kill- 
ing more than 60. 

Investigators combed through 
foe chaired debris of tbe market 
early Monday, looking for' more 
bodies and for the cause of tbe 
initial explosion. 

At least 63 bodies were found, 
commander Enrique Mejia Gua- 
darrama of the Red Cross said 
early Monday. At least 11 of the 
dead were children, officials said. 

Red Cross commander Salva- 
dor Padillo said 45 people were 
injured. Most were quickly re- 
leased from the hospital and none 
was reported seriously hurt. An 
official on duty at Red Cross 
headquarters put tbe number of 
injured at 83. 

“It was a time - bomb,” said 
Elizabeth Diaz, a member of a 
union of market vendors. 
“There’s hundreds of people who 
come here to sell them '(illegal 
fireworks), they have for years. 
Why didn't the authorities 
come?” 

Witnesses disagreed on where 


where vendors were selling illegal 
skyrockets, Roman candles and 
other fireworks. 

“At first it sounded like bul- 
lets. Then there were more and 
more,” said Fernando Doming- 
uez. who was working in a shoe 
store in foe market, about one 1 
kilometre from the central Zoca- 
lo Plaza. 

The fire damaged five build- 
ings, including the famous Merca- 
do de Duloes (candy market). 

The area was crowded with 
shoppers buying food, Christmas 
presents and fireworks to cele- 
brate the Day of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, Mexico's patron 
saint, which was Monday. 

“People were r unning out of 
foe market and screaming,*' said 
Oscar Cordero, 25, standing by 
the pile of debris' that had* been 
his stand and stock of calculators 
and other electronic goods. 

The block on Corona Street 
was ope of scores in the old 
downtown where vendors set up 
tables to the street and is part of 
one of the busiest market areas in 
the dfy of 18 million. 


Swiss minister quits 
over ‘dirty money 9 


BERNE (R) — Elisabeth Kopp, 
foe first woman member of a 
Swiss government, resigned as 
justice minister Monday because 
of a billion-doliar money- 
laundering scandal with which 
her husband's name has been 
linked. 

Kopp, 51, the most successful 
female politician in a country 
where women first won the right 
to vote to federal elections in 
1971, bad tipped off her husband 
Hans about foe impending inves- 
tigation of a firm of which he was 
vice-chairman. 

Announcing her resignation af- 
ter a cabinet meeting, she denied 
wrongdoing but said she accepted 
foe political consequences of her 
actions. 

“I am guilty neither legally nor 
morally,” she told reporters. 
“The suspicions and insinuations, 
not only against my family but 
also now against me, have in- 
creasingly reached a degree and 
a dimension that are unbear- 
able.” 


Her resignation takes effect at 
foe end of February. 

Kopp had faced mounting 
pressure since a prosecutor said 
to November that a money and 
precious metals firm, Shakarchi 
Trading Co., was suspected of 
dealing with international drug 
smugglers who channelled Si bil- 
lion through Swiss banks. 

Hans Koto resigned as vice- 
chairman of the Zurich-based 
company Oct. 27. 

He cited personal reasons for 
his resignation, but his^ wife said 
Friday she had telephoned him 
that day and urged him to step 
down after hearing rumours Sha- 
karchi would be implicated. 

Both Hans Kopp and Shakar- 
chi trading deny foe allegations 
and no charges have been 
brought against either. 

Elisabeth Kopp's admission 
turned her political allies against 
her just two days after she had 
been voted Swiss vice-president 
by a large parliamentary 
majority. 


Dog with an efficient 
nose makes a fast buck 


POMPANO, Florida (AP) — 
The boy was up to no good and 
his parents knew it. 

He was staying out late and 
skipping school. Strangers were 
coming up to his bedroom win- 
dow late at night. Bat be swore 
he was not dealing to drugs. The 
parents needed proof to set him 
straight and they did not want 
him to get arrested. 

They called in Corky, an eager 
yellow Labrador with a remark- 
ably effective nose. 

“The dog found, a quarter- 
ounce (seven grammes) of coke 
to gram bags in a slit under his 
rug," said Gene Pauella, who 
trained two-year-old Corky to lo- 
cate even minute amounts of 
marijuana, cocaine and heroin at 
$250 a sniff. 

Pauella, owner of K9 of Bro- 
ward, has found a lucrative new 
angle on South Florida's ever- 
present drag trade — working for 
private citizens who want their 
property to be drag-free — but 
has also raised foe ire of civil 
libertarians. 

“It’s funny to think of a dog as 
high-tech... but it’s dear that this 


is a very highly invasive type of 
technology,” said Paul Joseph, 
vice-president of the Florida 
branch of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, a private group 
dedicated to enforcing constitu- 
tional liberties. 

Pauella primarily breeds and 
trains guard dogs, hat he decided 
to branch out after boat owners 
began calling him for help from 
the U.S. coast guard’s “zero 
tolerance” policy of confiscating 
boats found with minimal 
amounts of drugs on board. 

“ Famili es and corporations are 
mostly interested in getting help 
for people on drags, rather than 
arresting them. Aft Fm doing is 
finding tbe evidence to confront 
them with," said Panella, who 
daims Corky has found drags in 
32 of 33 homes. 

Panella says be warns business 
executives that one offender can 
leave drug residue all over an 
office. But be does not worry that 
the dog might also implicate 
drag-free employees during his 
searches. 

“I just tell them were it is. The 
rest is their problem." . 


Flesh trade ring! 
bust in Seoul 

SEOUL (AP) — Eleven people 
have been arrested for abducting 
and selling 120 teenage girls to / 
brothels and bars in red light ^ 
districts, officials say- The Seoul J 
prosecutor’s office said six other * 
suspects were still being sought / 
after arrests broke up a series of 
vice rings that had forced teenage , 

gjris into prostitution. Officials Jfl 
said girls were obtained either '* 
thro ugh false job ads that prom- r 
ised high salaries or were, jf 
abducted on their way to work. 
They said the teenagers were - jj 
then sold to brothels and bars 1 
where they were forced to work.- 
One suspect allegedly.hired seven 
m en who kidnapped more than 
20 teenage girls, officials said. 

Mechanics plunge 1 
35 floors and live 

SYDNEY (AP) — Two mecha- 
nics plummeted 35 floors in ah 
elevator from the top floor' of the 
stock exchange building Monday, 
bnt both men escaped serious 
injury, officials said. The men 
were doing routine maintenance 
work on the elevator when -it 
suddenly gave way and plunged 
to the basement. Fire department 
spokesman John Ross said the 
men were conscious when tbey 
were found. They were taken to a 
Sydney hospital where a spokes- 
man said they suffered only 
minor injuries. 

Rian to exhume 3,600 
bodies sparks row 

CAPE TOWN (AP) — A parlia- 
ment member says his consti- 
tuents are outraged by a govern- 
ment plan to exhume and rebury ■*- 
the remains of more than 3,600 * 
South Africans to make way for a 
new traffic interchange. “It’s 
wrong, immo ral and unchrist- 
ian,” said Patrick McKenzie, who 
represents foe Cape Town suburb j 
of Bonfoeuwel in foe mixed-race 
chamber of parliament. Major 
newspapers Sunday carried a list 
of all the dead people whose 
graves in Maitland cemetery will 
be affected by tbe construction 
project. "Existing memorials will . 
be suitably feerected, and a gar-' 
den of remembrance established 
for .foe reburial of the remains of 
those who at present do not have 
any memorials,” said a notice 
accompanying tbe list. McKenzie 
was quoted by foe nationally 
circulated Sunday Times as . 1! 
saying those buried in the cemet- v 
ery were mostly mixed-race peo- 
ple but also included white im- i 
migrants from Germany and else- 
where. 

Canaletto painting 
fetches record 

VENICE (AP) — A painting by ~~ 
Canaletto was sold Sunday for 1.4 U 
billion lire ($1.01 million), a re- * 
cord amount for a Venetian , 
artist’s work, the Italian news jl 
service ANSA reported. The l * 
work, called “Tbe Bull Hunt to 
St. Mark’s Piazza,” was sold at an 
auction in Venice's Giovaxmelli 
palace. Canaletto, whose real 
name was Giovanni Antonio 
Canal, lived from 1697 to 1768 
and won fame for his precisely 
painted views of Venice, London 
and the English countryside. ^ 

Minister drops hobby 
to escape curses 

SAO PAULO (R) — Finance . 
Minister Mailson Nobrega says 
Brazil’s economic crisis is hitting 
even the innocent pleasures of a 
cabinet minister. Nobrega used to 
delight to cycling regularly in 
Brasilia. But now, as foe inflwrion 
rate has steadily risen to about 
900 per cent a year, Nobrega has 
been forced to seek' new (fiver- 
sions. “Cycling has been my 
favourite sport for foe past 15 
years. But in the last three 
months with foe speeding up' of 
inflation ...I became a figure 
whom everyone wants to corse 
publicly,” he said in an interview ■ 
published Sunday in the Folha de v 
Sao Paulo newspaper. 

Boys break 

cheerleading barrier v 

BURLINGTON, Connecticut 
(AP) —Two boys have wonspots 
on their school’s cheerieadtog 
sguad, resolving a sex discrimina- 
tion dispute that arose after 
school officials said tryouts . were 
for girls only. Three boys had v, 
tried out' for the ‘Har-Bux Middle ■ ■ 
School team that wiB cheer at 


tors told them foe school had not 
planned for a coeducational' 
squad. Brett Jeans and his friend 
Sean Cole tbencalledtelev&onr 
stations, and newspapers, which 
contacted school officials. Admi- 
nistrators, relented after consult- 
ing schoo l superintendent James 
Sc hmidt . Six boys then tried' out 
and - two were -'chosen^ “said 
Schmidt, 
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